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Historical Background 
Early Temperance Societies 
It would probably be no exaggeration to 
say that the inception of the Temperance Reforma-
tion in the United States was contemporaneous with 
the founding of the government itself. The 
colonies passed laws prohibiting the sale of liquor 
to the Indians. As early as 1687 New Jerseyl 
enacted a law prohibiting sal.es of liquor to Indi-
ans by a fine of twenty pounds, the fine to be 
doubled for each subsequent offense, with twenty 
stripes if the offender could not PlY. One o:C the 
most aggressive exercises of goverillW ntal power 
during Washington's administration was his vigorous 
suppression of the Whiskey Rebellion. These early 
legislative restraints soon gave way to the belief 
that in a democratic country an appeal to the 
individual conscience was the surest and best way 
to crunteract social evils. "A frontier popula-
tion just emerged from a seven year struggle for 
political independence and educated by the propa-
ganda of that period to regard with suspicion all 
governmental interference vould have looked with 
askance at a prohibitory policy."2 
1. D. Leigh Colvin: Prohibition in the United States, 
p. 13 
2. ·peter Odegard: Pressure Politics, p. 36 
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In 1826 the American Temperance Society 
was formed in Boston. By 1835 the Eighth Annual 
Report of the Society stated that more than 8000 
temperance societies had been formed, embracing a 
membership of more than 1,500,000. The total 
population of the United States at tba t time ms 
less than 13,000,000. These societies grew up 
in active opposition to the distilled spirits 
which were being produced in this country at that 
time. Very little beer bad been made and the 
consumption of wine had been comp:lri ti vely light. 
Many of the temperance people had relapsed into 
intemperance without having violated their pledge 
of abstinence from distilled spirits, having 
become intoxicated on cider, wine, or beer. In 
1836 the Second National Temperance Convention 
declared it self in favor of total abstinence from 
all alcoholic liquors, distilled, vinous, and 
fermented. From a psychological point of view 
the adopt ion of this stringent policy indicated a 
significant change in attitude. From a rational 
opposition to the excessive use or alcohol the 
public mind was being iml::ued with the idea tbat 
because alcohol was being used to excess by some 
it should be abandoned by all. . This premise, 
carried to its logical conclusion, led this coun-
try eventually to the adoption of the Eighteenth 
Amendn:en t. 
f 
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In spite of this strong sentiment for 
temperance the liquor business in this country 
continued to prosper. "In 1850, before the first 
great wave of prohibition the per capita consump-
tion of licpor in the United States was 4.08 
gallons a year. By 1860, at the end of the 
first wave of prohibition, it had increased to 
6. 43 gallons • By 1880, when the second prohibi-
tion wave was getting under way, it was 8.79. 
In the decade of the eighties, when the second 
wave was at its height, it increased to 13.20. 
In the decade of the nineties it rose to 16.98. 
In the decade from 1900 to 1910, w1 th five new 
states adopting prohibition and the local option 
movement in full swing it increased to 20.53. 
Finally in the year 1913, precisely at the time 
when the Anti-Saloon League was asserting that 
'two thirds of the territory of the country is 
now dry', it rose stubbornly to 22.80."1 This 
increase in the rate of per capita conrumption 
is represented largely by the malt liquors. In 
1850 the per capita consumption of distilled 
spirits was 2.23 gallons, by 1900 the rate had 
fallen to 1.28 gallons, and in 1913 it had risen 
again to 1. 52 gallons. The malt liquors on the 
1. Charles Merz: The Dry Decade, p. 12 
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other hand were consumed at the per capita rate 
of 1.15 gallons in 1850, by 1900 this had in-
creased to 16.08 gallons, and in 1913 reached a 
total of 20.92 gallons. In spite of a rise of 
19~ in the rate of the consumption of distilled 
spirits between 1900 and 1913 the malt liquors 
more than held their own w1. th an increase of 30%. 
The Saloon 
This trend from the stronger spirits to 
the milder malt liquors was altogether favorable 
to a genuine a ttai nmen t or temperance. The 
third wave of prohibition vhich was on the rise 
in 1913 was rescued from its own inertia in the 
past by the blind crass stupidity or the brewers 
and distillers themselves. These men had an in-
vestrent in the controversy over liquor which in 
1913 was worth well over a billion dollars. 
Hostile sentiment up until that time had been 
spent in a protest against the evils or drunken-
ness and the unfortunate demonstrations or vice and 
debauchery associ a ted w1 th it. When the liquor 
interests assayed to defend the degenerated saloon 
an outraged sense or public indignation crystal-
lized this sentiment. We observe another s ignif-
icant change in the p~chology of this controversy 
when the burden of criticism shifted from the 
evils or drunkenness to the evils of the saloon. 
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It was no mere coincidence that the latest and 
the most effective force to enter the field was 
named tbe Anti-Saloon League. When the evils 
of the liquor traffic had become institution-
alized, when the propaganda of the Anti-Saloon 
League had finally identified the liquor traffic 
with the patent evils of the saloon victory for 
the prohibitionists hovered in sight. 
The saloon thus called into being the 
forces which ultimately legislated it, and the 
whole liquor traffic, out of existence. The 
brewers committed economic suicide when they 
failed to avail themselves of the power they 
held over the saloon. The irony of the si tua-
tion is brought out by the following paragraph 
taken from Merz.l "There was naver a moment 
in the history or these years when the brewers 
could not have reformed the institution which 
was the chief point of attack in the campaign 
t against their vested interests made by the pro-
hibition movement. This instiru tion was the 
saloon. The power of the brewers over the 
saloon was absolute. They controlled it under 
mortgage bonds and under their power to shut off 
its supply. They could have changed the saloon, 
1. Charles Merz: The Dry Decade, p. 5 
l 
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or even destroyed it, if they had wished to act." 
The saloon's palmy days in the United 
States were those immediately following the Civil 
War. As an institution indeed it took on the 
aspects of respectabili~. The best of families 
served their rarest vintages to the revered 
bishops. The tradition of hospitality that 
graced those momentous years found its greatest 
vehicle in the indulgence of sparkling wine. 
The saloon was destined to fall upon 
evil days, however. Not only did the saloon fall 
from grace but the institution became a malignant 
social cancer. Herbert Asburyl describes the 
fall in these picturesque words: 
"The dignity that had been the saloon 
keepers' most pronounced characteristic during the 
twenty or thirty years that followed the Civil War, 
had vanished by the middle eighteen nineties, and 
in the main he conducted his barroom with no 
regard for public decency, and w.ithout protest 
permitted his premises to become the loafing place 
of criminals and the most degenerate eleroonts in 
too population ••••• 
"In hundreds of American towns the 
buildings adjoining a saloon were either perpetually 
1. The Outlook, July 17, 1929, p. 444 
• 
1---
• 
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vacant or were occupied by barber shops, or by 
stores which catered exclusively to men: women 
could rarely be induced' to trade w1 thin a half' 
block of' an open saloon. Nor would they pass 
one if' they could reach their destination other-
wise, for the sidewalks were nearly always wet 
and slippery with stale beer; and the foul odors 
that seeped over and under the swinging doors 
and the oaths and obscene· language with which 
the ordinar,y drinking man interlarded his conver-
sation were offensive to most men, to say nothing 
of' the fastidious ladies of' the period. And on 
Saturday, when the farm hands came to town for 
their weekly sprees, the saloon areas were 
asprawl w1 th drunken men who made the night 
hideous w1 th their howling and cursing, and the 
streets were so unsafe that in thousands or towns 
women were rarely seen abroad after dusk." 
The dry forces were not slow in throwing 
the flood light of' publicity upon the saloon and 
the liquor traffic. The Anti-Saloon League 
established the American Issue Publishing Co., at 
Westerville, Ohio, in 1909. By 1912 its eight 
presses were turning out mr e than f'o rty tons of' 
literature every month. From October, 1909, to 
Jairuary, 1923, the record or the job department 
follows: 
--
1, 
pr s 
Books 
Pamphlets 
Leaflets 
Window cards 
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1,925,463 
5, 271,715 
114,675,431 
2,322,053 
Other cards, tickets, etc. 18,522,471 
Miscellaneous 21,553,032 
General printing not strictly 
propaganda, letter heads, 
forms, etc. 80,512,132 
Total 224,782,296 
This flood of propaganda was circulated 
in every state in the Union. The emotional 
appeal can be gathered from the following: 
"The saloon is the storm center of 
crime; the devil's headquarters on earth; the 
school-master of a broken decalogue; the defiler 
of youth; the enemy of the home; the foe of peace; 
the deceiver of nations; the beast of sensuality; 
the past master o~ intrigue; the vagabond of 
poverty; the social vulture; the rendezvous of 
demagogues; the enlisting office of sin; the ser-
pent of Eden; the ponderous second edition of hell, 
revised, enlarged, illuminated." 
These sweeping charges cast in highly 
emotional tones were intended to appeal to every 
susceptibili~. Stories, poems, plays, and pageants 
were di stri but ed in leaf let fo nn with other Sunday 
School material. The sa loon was invariably 
~aaus•z•,mz .. sz•z ............ ~ ................ .. 
r m--------------
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pictured as the Great Destroyer, the enemy of 
child ani harm. One pamphlet entitled "Bessie's 
Mothers" was the story of a little girl whose 
father had died of drink and who ?JB.s saved from 
the poor farm only through the generosity of a 
kind, childless temperance lady who becomes 
Bessie's second mother. 
Another story entitled "Poor Bennie"1 
was written in the same vein. Bennie was the 
child of drunken parents and as a consequence 
"he never had a fair show in the world. Just as 
children may inherit from father or mother the 
color of their eyes or hair---so may they inherit 
weak and nervous bodies from parents who have 
poisoned their ov.n bodies by alcohol, taken in 
whiskey, beer, or wine." When his father died 
of drink Bennie went with his mother to the poor 
farm. "The little lad resolved to spend his 
life driving the Demon Rum from the world. Due 
to his weak constitution inherited from his 
drunken parents, Bennie falls in his first venture 
and freezes to death in a blizzard." 
Our objection to these stories, at the 
present tine, -is that they are too naive. The 
economic and physical ills they illustrate are, in 
1. Peter Odegard: Pressure Politics, p. 64 
• 
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fact, often associated with inebriety. To sug-
gest, as the stories do, that children "inherit 
weak and nervous bodies from parents wbo have 
poisoned their own bodies by alcohol, taken in 
whiskey , beer, and wine" , no longer has the 
sanction of medical science. Modern research 
clearly shows that the selective effects of 
alcohol on the reproductive substances tend 
rather to eliminate the weaker male and female 
germ cells. 1 Stockard must have had just such 
stories as these in mind when he wrote: 
"A few decades ago various defective 
and degenerate condi tiona were frequently attrib-
uted directly to the effects of alcohol but as 
our knowledge or defective states and constitu-
tional degeneracy has advanced, alcoholism becomes 
more and more recognizable as often a sympton2 or 
rather than a causal e lerm nt in degeneracy." 
1. For a discussion comprehensive enough to prove 
this point see Alcohol and Man edited by Haven 
----
Effierson. Charles n. Stockard contributes an 
article on The Effects of Alcohol in Develop-
ment and Heredity which establishes the truth 
of this thesis. 
2. Alcohol and Man, p. 112 
• 
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This bela ted cri ti ci sm of the effects 
of alcohol on man as implied in "Poor Bennie" 
is entirely irrelevant to our discussion of the 
historical background of tba dry movement. The 
important thing to remember is that the authors 
of these stories believed tbam. The people who 
heard them believed them. The unwelcome 
presence or the saloon gave them credence. A 
widespread conviction as to the baneful effects 
of alcohol had been produced by three quarters 
or a century of temperance agitation. With public 
opinion in this favorable state of mind the task 
of the Anti-Saloon League was not so much to form 
opinion as to mobilize for political action the 
opinion which already existed. In the forming 
of opinion modern PSYChology recognizes the large 
part em:::>tion plays throu~ the d1 recti on of atten-
tion. Public attention had long been oriented to 
tm revolting obscenity attending the open saloon. 
To get rid of the saloon became a dominant objec-
tive. A fabric of rationalization saddled the 
saloon with responsibility for every social, polit-
ical, economic, and moral ill. The rising tide 
of public indignation enabled tbe Anti-Saloon 
League to becorre a dominant political power in the 
United States, and on its crest the prohibition-
ists rode to victory. 
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The Eighteenth Amendment 
The entry of the United States into 
the World War in 1917 did three things for pro-
hibition; 
(1) Centralized authority in 
Washington. 
(2) Stressed the importance of saving 
food. 
( 3) Outlawed all things German. 
The centralization of authority in Washington was 
the inevitable consequence of the mobilization of 
the country's economic resources in the impending 
struggle. This new power was far reaching in 
its consequences. The normal restraints on 
Congress were summarily brushed as ide. In rapid 
succession laws were adopted authorizing the 
government to seize railroads, take over mines, 
fix prices, put an embargo on a 11 exports, and 
draft men for the Army. "For any suddenness, 
any boldness, and any severity involved in the 
adoption of a national prohibition law a dozen per-
suasive precedents had been set before the War was 
three months old. nl 
The conservation of the nation's food 
supply to meet our own needs as well as the needs 
1. Charles Merz: The ~ Decade, p. 25 
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of the Allies became at once a paramount issue. 
Figures were compiled that proved that the grain 
used by tbe breweries and distilleries would 
save the equivalent of 11,000,000 loaves of bread 
a day,--- "enough to supply the bread needs of 
the English, French, and Italian armies. nl 
Further figures were compiled which showed that 
prohib1 tion would release large numbers of men 
for the army, for ship-building, and for munitions 
work. The universal effort of all classes of men 
and women to 110Iic for the war, to throw into the 
struggle every resource the nation could command 
permitted no alternative; any difference of opin-
ion on this issue savored of treason. 
And the cry of treason indeed was raised. 
The German names of many of the brewers was too 
tempting a target to miss: 
"Gerrmn2 brewers in this country have 
rendered thousands of men inefficient and are thus 
crippling the Republic in its war on Prussian 
militarism •••• The brewers who are helping the 
enemy by cutting down America's fighting force are 
threatening to strangle the government at Washing-
ton if it legislates against the beer industry." 
With the brewers thus thrown on the defensive the 
1. Charles Merz: The Dry Decade, p. 29 
2. Peter Odegard: Pressure Politics, p. 70 
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only organized support of the wet cause vanished. 
Under these favorable circumstances, 
from the prohibitionists' point of view, Semtor 
Sheppard's resolution to add an amendment to the 
Constitution was presented to Congress. The 
resolution consisted of two sections, one pro-
hibiting the "manufacture, sale or transportation" 
of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes; 
the other granting Congress "power to enforce this 
article by appropriate legislation." After 
Senator Harding of Ohio had proposed a time limit 
of six years on the process of ratification the 
Senate adopted the Amendment by a vote of 65 to 20. 
There occurred at this point an interval 
of four and one-half months during Vihich Congress 
stood adjourned. The opposing factions, in the 
meantirre, compromised on its provisions. The 
drys gran ted the wets a "year of grace" but 
demanded in return seven years instead of six for 
ratification. To facilitate the problem of en-
forcement the clause "the Congress and the several 
States shall have concurrent power to enforce this 
article by appropriate legislation" was added to 
the Amendment. In this form the Amendment passed 
the House by a vote of 282 to 128. The scene or 
the battle now' shifted to the various State 
capitols, the very strongholds of the Anti-Saloon 
-15-
League and its allies. "The Anti-Saloon1 
League understood the methods of state legisla-
tures. It knew how to swing pivotal votes when 
they were needed .•••• The opponents of the law 
meantime, bad no such effective organization. In 
fact, th~ were notorganized at all. The only 
organized opposition to ratification came from 
the brewers and distillers. The brewers were 
under fire as pro-German. The distillers had 
been outlawed for the duration of the war. Ordi-
nary people Who were neither brewers nor dis-
tillers, but who were opposed to prohibition on 
principle or as a matter of personal taste had no 
organization to represent them at the state 
capitols, no lobby, and no leaders." Four weeks 
following tbe action of Congress Mississippi 
ratified the Eighteenth Amendment. A year later 
Nebraska, the thirty-sixth state to fall in line, 
made the Amen due nt consti tu ti onal. 
1. Charles Merz: The Dry Decade, p. 28 
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The Noble Experin:e nt 
The Rise or the Racketeers 
National prohibition became effective 
at midnight on January 16, 1920. In Washingtonl 
the chief prohibition leaders gathered at the 
First Congregational Church to watch at the stroke 
or twelve ro r the suprene consumrr.a tion or the 
great cause. The runera 1 services or John Barley-
corn ?1ere read by llu-. Billy Sunday in Norfolk, 
Virginia. Evangeline Booth2 depicted the new era 
in these vords: 
"It seems that in the future we shall 
have less to do with the grave and more to do with 
the cradle; less binding up or life's broken 
plants and more training of life's untrammeled 
vines; that more or our energies will be thrown 
into wo :rk of prevention, which in the final anal-
ysis must be so much more valuable to the home, 
the nation, and the Kingdom or God than even the 
most worthy work or cure ••••• 
"By the p~hibition constitutional 
amendment a measure has been enacted that will do 
more to bring the Kingdom or God upon earth than 
any other single piece or legislation." 
1. Charles Merz: The ~ Decade, p. 1 
2. D. Leigh Colvin: Prohibition in the United 
states, p. 487 
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The naive optimism of the exultant 
drys is reflected in Wheeler's! statement on 
the Senate floor to the effect that "five 
millions a year appropriated to enforce this 
law would be ample, and if the liquor dealers 
suddenly be corm law abiding it can be reduced 
when the need d1 sappears." 
The weakness of this argument lies in 
the fact that the human equation is completely 
ignored. To believe that the drink habits of 
a nation would submit to immediate and drastic 
curtailment on the strength of a legislative act 
was to overlook every known law of human behavior. 
Professor Francis D. Peabo~2, writing in the 
Atlantic Monthly, has this to say about law and 
self control: 
"Behind the drink traffic lies the drink 
habit, and t be weakness in the pro hi bi tory scheme 
is in anticipating that the repression of a traffic 
will accomplish the suppression of a thirst. It 
mistakes the means for the end, prohibition for 
temperance, and a problem of m::>rals for a problem 
of law." 
1. Charles Merz: The Q!z Decade, p. 52 
2. Francis D. Peabody: The Atlantic Monthly, August, 
1931, p. 218 
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Louis M. Hacker1 describes the debacle 
of enforce:roo nt as r ollows: 
"From the beginning of enforcement it 
became apparent that the flow of liquor could not 
be checked. The first source of illicit drink 
was created by the diversion of industrial alcohol. 
To prevent such misuse the effort was made to 
control production by a system or basic permits, 
through limitation or the amlUal quantity, and by 
compelling the use or denaturants. But the situa-
tion was never in hand. Between 1916 and 1919 
the legi tina te manufacture or industrial alcohol 
increased three fold. 
"Liquor imports largely from Canada con-
s ti tu ted the second source of illicit supply in 
the early days of enforcement. Using high power 
cars and trucks, specially devised motor boats and 
even air-planes rum runners were able to smuggle 
great quantities or liquor across the Northern 
border ••••• 
"By 1926, however, there had developed 
two sets of agencies w1 th vhich the enforcement 
machinery round it quite impossible to cope. These 
were the illicit still and the illicit brewery and 
from them flowed most of the alcoholic beverages 
1. Louis M. Hacker: The Rise and Fall of Prohibi-
tion, Current History~ 662 ---
• 
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being consuiiBd." 
In a two-year investigation of the 
bootleg industry in America's principal cities 
Sherman Roger1 discloses some of the lamentable 
consequences of the Noble Experiment. The 
manufacture of liquor, the method or sale, and 
the per-capita consumption varies very little in 
any of the large cities of the country. In the 
light of this universal demand for liquor any 
policy or "enforcement" however stringent, is 
bound to fail. 
"The apprehension or conviction of 
individual bootleggers is so much time wasted. 
Individual bootleggers have nothing to do with 
creating alcoholic ·consumption. Forty million 
drinkers in this country create bootleggers: if 
every bootlegger in the United States were caught 
and imprisoned tomorrow, the situation would not 
be clarified one iota. In less than one month 
a new crop would take their place, very bit as 
cunning, every bit as vicious, every bit as 
powerful." 
As a striking exar:lple of this Mr. Roger 
cites the experiences of Gary, Indiana. Shortly 
after prohibition came into effect Government 
1. Sher~n Rogers: "?mat Bootleggers Fear", The 
Redbook IJagazi ne, Iriay, 1931. 
• 
•• 
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forces swooped down on the city, arrested the 
mayor, the county prosecutor, several members of 
the police department, tried the Whole bunch and 
convicted them of liquor conspiracy. This case 
was unusual, for the court was not satisfied with 
fines; the vhole group was sentenced to serve 
terms in a Federal penitentiary. A great object 
lesson had been given the bootleggers of northern 
Indiana and Illinois. When Mr. Rogers was in 
Gary two months after the town had been cleaned 
up and cleaned out to his intense surprise the 
business of bootlegging was as much in evidence 
as ever. 
The number of speak-easies in any g1 ven 
terri tory, Iv~. Rogers concludes, is determined 
solely by the consumers' dei:J.and. The numbers only 
increase under heavy piOsecution: 
"When 'steady pressure' has been applied 
for a certain length or time in any metropolitan 
area, the lid goes on a little tighter, liquor is 
a little harder to obtain, and the direct result 
is a sharp increase in whiskey end wine prices. 
Noting the favorable chance tar bigger profits, 
scores of bootleggers and speak-easy owners make a 
grand rush to get in on the big price." 
The Chicago's bootleg industry is per-
haps as interesting a chapter in the rise of racket-
-21-
eering as the advent of prohibition affords. 
"Big .Tim" Colosimo and "Diamond .Toe" Esposito 
were the uncrowned kings of the Chicago under-
world when prohibition went into effect. These 
vice lords controlled hundreds of vice resorts. 
They dealt out protection to the thousands of 
women whose bodies they trafficked in, and as a 
result became past masters in dealing with the 
police. 
Diamond .Toe was the political brains 
of the combination. Totally unlettered, this 
ignorant but crafty son of Italy grew in power 
until he was knom from coast to coast. The 
extravagant claims of the dry forces that prohi-
bit ion v.ould free us from the political control 
of the saloon was belied by the political follow-
ing Diamond .roe created. His banquets were 
attended by the politiCally great, regardless of 
party. At one of his banquets, the guest of 
honor, a bone-dry, United States senator or 
Illinois and his wife, and thirteen judges who 
were at that time occupying benches in Cook 
County, proudly attended and gladly posed for 
photographers, so that thousands of voters who 
followed Diamond .Toe could see that they were in 
the Big Chief's favor. 
When prohibition went into effect Big 
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Jim Colosimo imported the notorious Johnny Torio 
of the Five Points gang of New York to help him 
meet the new exigency. Johnny Torio had the 
fastest thinking brains in AIIErica' s underrorld. 
Unscrupulous, daring, cunning; above all he under-
stood human nature. Alive to the possibilities 
before him he said to Colosimo: 
"Chicago's liquor bill before prohibi-
tion amounted to seventy million dollars a year, 
with whiskey selling at one dollar a quart, and 
beer at a nickel a stein. We can sell beer for 
twenty-five cents a stein, Whiskey at from fifty 
to seventy-five cents a drink retail, or eight 
dollars a quart by the bottle; and if you gents 
know anything about multiplication you can readily 
see that if we organize to fUlly control the 
business, we will sometiiOO have from two hundred 
and fifty to three hundred million dollars' worth 
of business every year. And that's big business." 
During the succeeding two years Torio 
did pioneering w:>rk in putting the new industry 
on its feet. He threatened to exterminate com-
petitors who tried to "muscle in" on his territory, 
but he wheedled the voters. His tongue became 
sugar-coated when he addressed the straw-boss 
leaders of too Negro voters and the foreign born 
nationalities. As his power grew he soon came out 
• 
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openly and bluffed the political 1 ee.ders he 
couldn't control. By the ti~ 1923 rolled 
around Torio was the biggest "big shot" in 
America. He sent agents to Memphis, Detroit, 
Omaha, Kansas City, and St. Louis to organize 
those cities for affiliated protection, but the 
job was too much for Torio alone. He brought 
in Al Capone, a brother member of the Five 
Points Gang in New YorA. Al Capone became his 
chief lieutenant. And when, one fine morning, 
rival gangsters laid Torio low w.1th fif~-eight 
bullets, Al Capone became Chicago's undisputed 
underworld king. Capone had all of Torio's 
corrupting genius. It was his·daring vigor 
that created Rings from coast to coast. In 
some centers he gained control for profits. 
Where he d1 d not become a profit partner, he had 
at any rate affiliated protection. 
No stronger argument could be urged for 
the abandonment of coercive action on the J:e. rt of 
the government in the matter of enforcement than 
the wide notoriety attending the spectacular rise 
of Al Capone. Here is a ganster who wielded 
more power than Mayors, Governors, Senators, or 
police forces. He brazenly and successfully 
·defied the Federal Government, the State Govern-
ment, the County Govornoent, and the City Govern-
• 
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ment during his reign. When, at last, in sheer 
self-defence the authorities finally landed him 
behind the bars it ms a case of getting the 
right ma.n on the wrong charge. Al Capone sent 
up for dodging the inoome tax lawt 
Sherman Rogers' description of the 
liquor situation in this country deserves our 
careful consideration. The pressure politics or 
the Anti-Saloon League had imposed drastic legis-
lative restraints upon a powerful minority. Had 
this portion of public opinion been heeded when 
the Eighteenth Amendment was being formulated, 
had the drys been content to legislate the saloon 
and its evils out or existence, without adopting 
a bone-dry polia,y, the political scandals Rogers 
discusses would have been mitigated. The indig-
nation or the wets against the unoompromising 
drys in the first decade or post-prohibition days 
was parallel to the indignation or the drys against 
the uncompromising brewers in the old saloon days. 
We will ari ve at a sane solution or the liquor 
problem in this country when we put into effect 
legislation Which first regards public opinion, and 
then guides it • 
Facts and Figures 
Prohibition became an accomplished fact 
when the Anti-Saloon League succeeded in uniting 
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the evangelical Protestant churches into an 
alliance oommitted to the dry cause. These 
religious bodies greeted the consummation of the 
dry crusade with great fervor. More secular 
minds accepted the change for different reasons; 
they sav1 in prohibition the vision of an economic 
bonanza. Samuel Crowther1 , ghost writer of 
Henry Ford, has this to say: 
"We talk so much about this law as a 
great moral crusade having as its end the defeat 
of Old Demon Rum, or taking the other tack, as an 
assault upon the right to personal liberty, that 
we are apt to forget that this law has other than 
a moral background. It is in point at fact a 
great economic experiment in changing the direc-
tion of the spending of money. 
"It sought to throw a dam across that 
part of the river or purchasing power which for-
merly flowed uselessly for liquor and to re-route 
the stream through turbines which might usefully 
turn to create wealth. Today the dam is built 
and the money which formerly went for drink is the 
motive power of our prosperity." 
Many readers will feel the t all this was 
said in an unguarded m:roont of enthusiasm and does 
1. Samuel Crowther: Prohibition and Prosperity, p. 5 
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not represent a calm and considered judgment of 
the IIBtter. Mr. Crowther dispels this notion 
in the following mrds: 
"I have examined one by one the other 
possible causes and have been forced to elimina. t e 
them. I have gone into the positive evidence of 
the bearing of Prohibition on prosperity. The 
facts are inescapable. Prohibition is an economic 
success." 
Crowther was by no means alone in his 
support of prohibition as an economic experiment. 
Such an astute economist as Irving Fisher of Yale 
lends his support to the same idea. In his book 
"Prohibition at Its Worst" he has one chapter 
entitled "The Economic Good." After showing toot 
ptohibi tion saves this c~untry six billion dollars 
a year he continues: 
"With the coming of Prohibition, wages 
suddenly rose from their old level, which they had 
kept without much change for over a quarter of a 
century to a new level where it 1s now, a quarter 
higher than the old. 
"Profits have also risen, as has the 
total income or the country, but the figures for 
profits are not so nearly up to date. All or us, 
however, know of our abounding (sic) prosperity. 
This is one reason for our unprecedented stock 
l 
I 
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market." These claims will not seem extravagant 
if we accept Fisher's estimate that prohibition 
has saved this country $6,000,000,000 a year. 
Before dwelling any further upon the 
blessings of prohibition it might be well to 
determine, if we can, ?Dether or not the consump-
tion of liquor has materially decreased under 
prohibition. Needless to say this question has 
been a bone of con ten ti on to the in teres ted 
parties. 
D. Leigh Colvin1 , speaking in behalf of 
the drys, estirmtes the drink bill for 1913 at 
$2,455,000,000. The Association Against the 
Prohibition Amendment in its booklet, "Does Prohi-
bition Pay?", estimates the drink bill in 1913 at 
~1,817,000. Colvin's estimate is thus $638,000,000 
higher than the amount the Association Against the 
Prohibition Amendrrent arrived at, vhich represents 
an increase of 35~. 
The consumption of liquor after prohibi-
tion leads to even greater discrepancies. Fisher's 
estimates are modest to say the least. He calls 
his book "Prohibition at its Worst" and on page 156 
he writes,"Throughout my exposition I have freely 
admitted that the present situation of imperfect 
1. D. Leigh Colvin: Prohibition in the United States, 
p. 550 
-----------------------------···--
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enforcement of the National Prohibition law is 
intolerable and should be improved, especially 
where, as in some of the large cities and states 
of the East, local co Operation with the Federal 
authorities is withheld." If Dr. Fisher's own 
figures are accepted at their face value the 
judicious reader will find it hard to justify 
his description of present condi tiona of enforce-
ment as intolerable. After protesting against 
Buckner's estimate of sixty million gallons for 
the illegal diversion of indus trial alcohol 
1 Fisher quotes with approval Dr. J. M. Doren , 
chief chemist of the Bureau of Internal Revenue, 
who estimated the diversion of industrial alcohol 
for beverage purposes to be between ten and fif-
teen million gallons a year, or only eight to 
nine per cent of the pre-war consumption of 
beverage alcohol. 
"It must be remembered that not all of 
the alcohol diverted is consumed. Between one 
and tw:::> million gallons have been recaptured and 
confiscated. Leakage, breakage, and evaporation 
will account for almst as much more. The result 
is that probably the illegal consumption of alco-
hol from diverted industrial alcohol is less than 
1. Irving Fisher: Prohibition at its Worst, p. 43 
• 
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eight per cent of pre-pro hi bi tion legal consump-
tion and therefore still less than eight per 
cent of the total pre-prohibition consumption 
(legal and illegal). 
"To this, of course, must be added the 
alcohol smuggled into the country and distilled 
or brewed at home. How much these amount to no 
one knows absolutely; but all experts agree that 
all put together they constitute a minor part of 
illegal liqu~r, far less than that from diversion 
of industrial alcohol, that is, far less than 
eight per cent of pre-prohibition consumption. 
"From all this it is evident that the 
total consumption of alcohol today in beverage 
form is less than sixteen per ccn t of pre-
prohibition consumption and probably less than 
ten per cent." 
If these estirm tes seem conservative to 
skept ica 1 readers Fisher sets all doubts at rest 
by reporting the findings or Robert E. Corradini 
who arrives at the astounding conclusion that the 
consumption of absolute alcohol in the United 
States dropped from 168,000,000 gallons in 1913 
to 3,900,000 gallons in 1925. 
Corradini'al result indicates tmt the 
1. Fisher: Prohibition at its Worst, pp. 44-45 
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total conaunption is less than three per cent of 
pre-prohibition consumption." 
In their rebuttal the wets marshall a 
formidable array of statistics designed to lead 
us to a diametrically opposite conclusion. "The 
Association Against 'rhe Prohibition Amendnent" 
in its booklet "Does Prohibition Pay?" concludes 
that prohibition does not pay. 
of the. drys are attacked: 
Two con ten ti ons 
{1) That prohibition has wiped out the 
national drink bill. 
( 2) 1'hat increased produ cti vi ty of 
workers is due to prohibition. 
Before pro hi bi tion the annua 1 consump-
tion of alcoholic beverages could be definitely 
compiled from federal tax returns. With the 
manufacture and dispensing of alcoholic beverages 
driven under cover liquor consumption and liquor 
expenditures can only be estimted with the 
greatest of difficulty. The Association1 worked 
out an estiiiBte based on the production of the 
materials that £!P into the :tm. king of liquor: 
"From official and trade sources we have 
estiiiB ted, w1 thin reasonable limits, the materials 
which go into the manufacture of intoxicating 
1. Does Prohibition Pay? p. 7 
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beverages. From the to tal production of rna te-
rials we have deducted the estimated amounts 
used in legi ti.rmte industry. This leaves the 
amounts which probably go to the manufacture of 
intoxicating beverages." 
The Association1 discovered from the 
United States Census of Manufactures that there 
had been an increase of 470 per cent in corn 
sugar production since 1919. 
"In 1919, 157,276,422 pounds were pro-
duced, as against 896,121,276 in 1929. There 
are no new uses for corn sugar except in the 
rayon industry, which has had a great expansion 
since 1919. We have allo v.e d for a slight in-
crease in older uses. Even w1 th these deduc-
tions, well over six hundred million pounds of 
corn sugar are available for distillation. This 
would produce over sixty-one million gallons of 
proof sp iri ts." After making estimates of this 
sort with the various materials that go into the 
making of alcoholic beverages the Association 
Against The Prohibition .l~.mendment draws up the 
following table as a suiil!Ilary of the liquor trade: 
1. Does Prohibition~ p. 8 
( 
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Estirm. ted Expenditures on Alcoholic 
Beverages, 1929 
-----,.P"""e-r---:R~e-,t:-a-1,.....1..---------­
Beer 790,000,000 
Wine 110,000,000 
Spirits 200,000,000 
Capita Cost per 
Gallons Gallon 
6.50 
0.90 
1.65 
0.50 
2.30 
11.00 
Total Cost 
395,000,000 
253,000,000 
2,200,000,000 
2,848,000,000 
There seems to be some dispute as to how 
much the liquor bill was in this country in 1913, 
the peak year of' consumption. Accepting Colvin's 
figure of i2,455,000,000 we still find that the 
bill in 1932 is greater by ~393,000,000. 
One index of' the effectiveness of' en-
f'orcerrent that has been seized upon by statisti-
cians on both sides has been t be figures for 
arrests for drunkenness since prohibition. The 
World League Against Alcohol conducted an inves-
tigation of the police records of' three hundred 
American cities. The Y~deration League Incorpor-
ated conducted a similar investigation in three 
hundred end f'i f'ty Arrerican cities. Since the 
tm surveys1 cover the same period of' time it 
might be interesting to compare their respective 
findings: 
1. Charles .Merz: The Dry Decade, p. 167 
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Arras ts for Drunkenness 
World League Against Alcohol 
1913-1923 
Moderation League 
Inc. 
1914-1924 
1913-1916 
1920-1923 
572,106 
383,711 
1914 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
506,737 
226,070 
306,866 
412,640 
483 J 753 
498,752 
After allowing for increase of' popula-
tion the World League found that there had been a 
decrease of 42.3 per cent in the nUIIilier of' arrests 
between the tv;o four-year peri ads t :00 1r slEvey 
covered. The figures of' tbe Moderation League on 
the other band, show an uninterrupted increase in 
total arrests. Their figures for 1914 and 1924 
show that the total number of' arrests had not 
materially decreased under prohibition. 
Merz lists four possible causes for the 
discrepancies: 
(1) The authors or the tv.o reports went 
to different places far their data. 
(2) Actual figures presented in the tro 
reports disagreed in many instances. There were 
45,226 arrests for intoxication in Philadelphia 
in 1923 according to the World League and 54,124 
arrests in tbe same city in the same year accord-
ing to the Moderation League. All other discrep-
noted invariably favored the cause for which the 
report was intended to defend. 
-34-
( 3) The comiRrison between averages in 
one report and totals in the other was confusing 
in itself and tbe subject or bitter controversy. 
Partisans of tbe World League charged that the 
figures of the Moderation League were "deceptive 
and misleading" because they failed to take into 
account an increase of population. Partisans 
of the Moderation League charged that the World 
League had fallen back on four-year periods in 
order to cone eal an alarming recent upturn in the 
curve. 
These figures are interesting only to 
the extent that they show how willing interested 
parties are to marshall statistics purported to 
show their cause in a favorable light. Neither 
side was seriously concerned about getting at 
the facts; they both culled figures from practi-
cally the same sources to arrive at diarr.etrically 
opposite conclusions. 
The effect of alcohol on the human 
organism has been another source of bitter contro-
versy. If the conclusions of De Laney Carter, 
M.D. 1 , reported at the proceedings of the Fifteenth 
Interna t1 onal Congress Against Alcoholism are cor-
rect no serious minded person could possibly fail 
1. De Laney Carter: Proceedings of tbe Fifteenth 
International Congress Against Alcohol, p. 51 
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to rally to the cause of pro hi bi ti on. 
Alcohol is a protoplasmic poison. 
What is a poison? A poison is defined as any 
substance which acts on living cell and tissue 
to destroy their power and impair tbeir acti-
vity. Alcohol has been shown to be distinctly 
toxic to the Amoeba, the simplest form of proto-
plasmic life. The action of alcohol on the 
cells when saturated w1 th different solutions 
is typical of the effect on tbe highest faculties 
of the human system for it is a narcotic; the 
first change is narcosis; then follow paralysis 
and loss of action which is death to tm cell. 
Professor Kraepelin states that it is not the 
first, second, or tbe fifth drink that intoxi-
cates; it is the sum of all these that intoxi-
cates. With instruments of tile greatest preci-
sion in his m nderfully equipped psychological 
laboratory, he and his colleagues, some of the 
most celebrated scientists in the rorld, have 
established the fact that alcohol causes degen-
eration; that it affects the faculties. The 
more definite and higher these faculties are, 
the more definite and measureable the results •••• 
"Alcohol is a chemical poison as well. 
The sensation or col doe ss when al coho! is applied 
to the body is due to 1 t s rapid absorption of 
~) 
I 
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water. When alcohol is taken in the mouth as a 
beverage the dehydrating effect is so pronounced 
as to cause irritation. This rap idly 1 eads up 
to inflammation; therefore water is taken with 
it to counteract too corrosive action, and we can 
follow its corrcsi ve action on the mucous membrane 
of the throats of those who commence the habit to 
its inevitable conclusion. After a tin:e the parts 
become sodden, lose their sensibility until 
paralysis is so great on the end plates, and nerves 
of sensation, that pure alcohol will not feel too 
corrosive to the confirmed inebriate. This dehy-
dration extends to every tissue with wnich it 
comes in contact until it reaches a point of satu-
ration." 
Harry Elmer Barnes1 is apparently just as 
skeptical of alcohol as a "protoplasmic poison" as 
he is of Christian theology. He writes in his 
book "Prohibition Versus Civilization": 
cranks. 
"Nor need we pause long w1 th the health 
Their dogmas are drawn from an antique 
type or physiology comparable to the genetics of 
the stork legend. We all read in our youth the 
fearful and wonderful story of the wounded Indian, 
a flap in whose storr.ach could be lifted up and his 
1. Harry Elmer Barnes, Prohibition Versus Civiliza-
tion, p. 43 
,. 
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digestive processes watched. We were told how 
a few drops or alcohol would paralyze the ~ole 
gastronomic tract, congeal the food and turn 
potential nourishing substances into foul poisons. 
A drink of whiskey on a cold day meant frozen 
feet or ears. A few months of indulgence in 
even fourteen-year-old rye was sufficient to dis-
solve the kidneys and corrode the liver. The 
onslaught of alcohol on the germ-plasm was es-
pecially awful. The offspring of imbibers must 
of necessity be feeble-minded, crippled, or 
frail in physique. Few hard drinkers lived 
past forty, save as the result of prior repent-
ance. Even intelligence could not stand up 
against the subtle toxic influence of alcohol. 
Dipsomania meant sure and rapid dementia. And 
so on down the chamber of horrors. 
"Well, let any curious person read the 
careful works of Pearl, Starling, Pearson, and of 
the British physiologists and geneticists who 
have completely blasted the allegation or Stockard 
tm t the offspring of alcoholic aniiiBls are 
physically inferior to those descended from total 
abstainers. Good beer and mild wine, far from 
interfering with digestion, J;:Owerfully promote the 
digestive and assimilative piOcesses. This not 
only directly but also indrectly through encour-
c• 
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aging that conviviality which is so conducive to 
good digestion." 
Thus an endless mss of claims and 
counter-claims can readily be cited. The open-
minded laymen had little opportunity to sift out 
the facts, weigh them, and decide for hirr~elf 
what prohibition really had to offer. Suffice 
for us to note that before prohibition the drys 
had the best machinery for the dissemination of 
their propaganda. After prohibition the wets 
had the advantage that gpes with the offensive. 
The line or reasoning meanWhile has shown a pro-
gressive development. Fanaticism has yielded to 
a modicum of logic. It is not too much to hope 
that a sound program, based upon experimental 
knowledge, will emerge from this controversy. 
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The Drys 
The Protestant Church 
'l'he fundamental doctrines underlying 
the evangel! cal Protestant churches in this 
country make proselyting not only acceptable but 
elevate it to the cardinal tenet of their faith. 
The evangelist was no passing figure in the 
development or the church; he symbolized 1 ts 
very strength and vitality. His theology 
emphasized Man's fallen condition, the atonement 
through Christ, the necessity of a "new birth," 
and redemption through Faith. The meetings 
were rightly called "revival meetings." With 
outspoken zeal these men of God would harry 
Beelzebub and stir the public conscience by ex-
hortation, reiteration, and vituperation. 
The Devil-hatred was a prominent theme 
in the fiery sermons of these early evangelists. 
Hell-fire and brimstone was a terrifying threat 
to the reluctant converts. Freedom from "sin" 
was absolutely necessary for the righteous. To 
pronounce the drinking of a1 cohol a "sin", and 
thus a stumbling block to salvation, fell easily 
within the province or these inspired divines. 
The displacement of the Devil-hatred to a hatred 
of Demon Rum was no difficult transition. Alcohol 
thus found itself relegated to tm t province of 
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earthly joys crusaded against by evangelical 
Protestantism. 
Unfortunately the division of the 
Protestant churches into innumerable sects made 
united effort difficult. These strongly opin-
ionated elenents could not readily be ·welded 
into one comprehensive group. The ent ranee of 
the Anti-Saloon League into the field proved to 
be the very force needed to integrate these rae-
tiona under one banner. From the very begin-
ning the central idea of the Anti-Saloon League 
was to utilize the organized churches as a 
political battering ram in its struggle against 
Old John Barleycorn. The League could indeed 
boast of divine or.lgin. It began in 1874 at 
Oberlin, Ohio, as the Oberlin Temperance Alliance. 
The first objective of the Alliance was to agi-
tate for a oollege town option law. Rev. Harold 
Hyde Russell, of Berea, in 1887 led the Alliance 
in its fight for a local option law for all town-
ships. With several organizations springing up 
in otmr states the 'Ohio Idea' began to spread. 
In 1895.the Anti-Saloon League was nationally 
organized at the District of Columbia. But let 
us have Rev. Russell's1 account of the origin of 
the Anti-Saloon League: 
1. Peter Odegard: Pressure Politics, p. 6 
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"The Anti-Saloon League was begun by 
Almighty God---- Often I have been asked how I 
came to suggest this plan or organization to my 
Oberlin friends and to enlist as the first 
organizer and leader. As often I have answered, 
'I could not help it. There was nothing else 
I could do.' To the glory or Our Father let me 
show you in some detail today how wondrously He 
moulded my life and even used unto"WB.rd events in 
such a way as to make it His errand to me to set 
this League in motion. In humility we may plain-
ly see, as in other cases in personal and national 
history, 'God hath chosen the weak things of the 
earth to confound the m1 gh ty.' 
"As a bqy I saw premature graves heaped 
by the drink venders over many near relatives and 
friends. Indeed the saloon almost caught me as 
a youth, in its jaws of destruction. My beloved 
brother tells in humble confession how he fought 
the imperious appetite a losing tight for fifteen 
years. Then, thank God, when I had acquired 
through sympathetic minis try to my brother and by 
many other similar sorrows, so clear a title to 
hate this despoiler, and when I had dedicated my 
life to help its destruction, one of the first 
blessings my Father in Heaven gave for my sacrifice 
was the restoration or the soul or my dear brother, 
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and for twenty years he has been a Christian 
conqueror! A year on a newspaper in 1876 was 
very ins true ti ve to me about drink. Then 1 a ter, 
as a lawyer, during the years from 18?8 to 1883, 
I prosecuted these law-breakers, and learned the 
stony-hearted treason and perjury of the rum-
sellers. Two experiemes also during my practice 
at the bar, taught me how to bring things to pass 
in such a cause as this--- my work tor the passage 
of a bill through the Iowa legislature, and again 
for the pardon by the governor of a convict in 
the penitentiary. In both cases the private 
letters and telegrams of legislative and executive 
constituents brought the desired result. Then 
came to me that mysterious change when the human 
will, despite its stubbornness, was subdued by the 
almighty power of God and I gladly laid aside 
personal aims and political ambitions to devote my 
life to the gospel ministry. For the period of 
preparation I found myself at Oberlin. It is 
very plain now that it was the hand of the Most 
High that turned my course toward that historic 
seat of reform. There for five years, God held 
me under the benign influence of that militant 
college center where I could be trained as a re-
forrr.er and just where l:iis guiding star would hang 
above the future cradle of reform. 
T 
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"Two other preliminary facts laid em-
phasis upon my call under my seminary ministry, 
and because of my appeals at Berea a suburb of 
Cleveland, six saloons were closed. During this 
campaign a vicious grog-seller sneaked upon me and 
knocked me down in the street. This changed at 
least fifty votes, and we carried the election by 
a majority of six. I enforced the prohibition 
law against them, trying the cases myself as pro-
secuting attorney • God sent me mean while to see 
the hell-sent tragedies in the lives of those of 
whom I ministered at Kansas City and Chicago, and 
I was over and over shocked and indignant by the 
agony of wm t I saw as v.ell as what I remembered. 
At Kansas City I daily passed the Rochester Brewery, 
located between my hozre and the church. Always 
when I passed this devil's-broth factory I prayed 
God to stay the tide of a in and shame flowing there-
from. During my ministry in those cities whenever 
I passed a saloon I sent up a prayer, '0, God, stop 
this!' At length God plainly said to me, 'You 
know how to do it, go and help answer your own 
prayers!' At last, as I mve told many thousands 
of people in the presence of an orphaned boy and 
girl, their father drunk upon the floor, by the 
coffin-side of their mother dead from drink. I 
pledged the boy that he would never drink and that 
I 
I I, 
'! I 
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he would teach his little sister to abstain, and 
then and there I registered my vow before Al-
mighty God to go out to my brethren in the churches 
and plead W1 th them to lay aside their d1 fferences 
upon other questions and c orne together in a never-
ending mr on behalf or surreri ng hun:anity until 
the cause of such tragedies as this shall be put 
away forever. At a Conneaut, Ohio, church in the 
winter of 189_3 a pastor, introducing me to his 
congregation, said: 'l'here was a man sent from God 
whose name was Russell!' In the awed silence or 
my heart, I was compelled to believe the statement 
was true." 
In this human document we can read the 
psychological history of the Anti-Saloon League and 
the crusade of the evangelical Protestant churches 
against the liquor traffic. As a boy Russell's 
attention had been oriented, not to the congenial 
conviviality that alcohol inspires in men but to 
tho 'premature graves heaped by the drink venders.' 
The reference to the brother suggests that he had 
an organic need for the stimulating effects or 
alcohol. 
When Russell further confesses that 'the 
saloon almost caught me, as a youth, in its jaws or 
destruction' he plainly shows that he was aware or 
a similar weakness in himself. A longing for 
g· r- t, t·x 
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security is a basic tendency in human nature. 
Russell avoided the confiicts with his early en-
vironment by removing the locus of the conflict 
within himself. When he becarm a lawyer the re-
pressed desire found vi carious expression through 
his prosecution of rum-sellers. Not content 
with this his zeal led him to work for the pas-
sage or a bill through the Iowa legislature. 
Later when the 'mysterious change' came over him 
and he turned to 'the almighty power of God' he 
gladly gave up personal aims and poll tical ambi-
tions to devote his life to the gospel ministry. 
This is in keeping with the psychology of the 
agitator who is always willing to subordinate per-
sonal considera tiona ror the superior claims of 
principle. This proved to be a JOOst satisfactory 
solution of his conflicts. For now Russell was 
inspired by his feeling of ~ rsonal relationship 
with God. The founding of the Anti-Saloon League, 
and a 11 his other activities tm t followed in the 
wake of this change, made him feel 'There was a 
man sent from God mose name was Russell.' 
The life of Russell reflects the temper 
that prevailed throughout the Protestant hierarchy 
in its war on DeiOOn Rum. Sin and salvation were 
copiously inter~ingled with compensatory motives. 
The theistic background or the approach of the 
the· ··it'S rttrit'Wm'efttr··tn:ft%~ 
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typical prohibitionist developed, however, a 
psychological attitude Which resisted the applica-
tion of reason to the drink prublem. God bad 
told the drys that He was on their side. There 
was no necessity for any argument or reasoning 
processes in defense of pruhibi tion. Holy zeal 
thus supplemented civic crusading in the psycho-
logical equipment of the prohibitionist. 
The South 
The South has been described by wags as 
the Bible Belt. The South is both rural and 
Prot es tan t. A discussion of the South might 
almost be added as a footnote to a discussion or 
the Protestant church as far as participation in 
the pro hi bi ti on centro versy is concerned. On 
this point Odegardl says: 
"The rural Protestant seems to be a 
natural-born reformer. To him the city is a place 
of vice and corruption, a flesh-pot to be feared. 
It is the home of the 'foreign elerrent' which he 
abhors. In the city on the other hand, strange 
persons, strange customs, and strange ideas meet 
and mingle. A live and let-live philosophy pre-
vails; there is less demand for conformity. The 
overstimulation of a variety of sects and creeds 
1. Peter Odegard, Pressure Politics, p. 136 
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works for tolerance bordering on indifference. 
Any other attitude would make city life unendur-
able. Villagers and the inhabitants of Main 
Street live in glass houses; every man is his 
brothers' keeper. The village dweller, his own 
life drab and uneventful, is an ideal soldier 
for a moral crusade. He takes literally the ad-
monition of St. Paul, 'It is good neither to eat 
flesh, nor drink wine, nor anything whereby thy 
brother stumbleth, or is offemed, or is mde 
weak.' Reformist movements in cities emphasize 
the social and economic rather than the moral: 
prohibition has been essentially a moral cru_sade. 
Its leaders used economic and political arguments, 
but to the rank and file it was at bottom a moral 
problem. Drink was not only the cause ot dis-
ease, destitution, and depravity: it was above all 
'the Great Destroyer of the Temple of the Soul,' 
the inciter of base passions and the arch enemy of 
Christian virtue. 
"Where Protestants are in the majority 
as in the rural South prohibition sentiment is 
strong. There were nine Southern states which 
adopted prohibition prior to 1916. They were over-
whelmingly Protestant, rural, and native." 
The nine Southern states Odegard refers 
to are Georgia, Oklahoma, !.iiss issippi, North Caro-
fttM Mdt ~ 
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lina, Tennessee, West Virginia, Virginia, Alabama, 
and South Carolina. On page 32 he presents a 
'chart which shows my the Anti-Saloon League 
found them so vulnerable. The rural population 
ranges from 79 per cent in Tennessee and Georgia 
to 88 per cent in Mississippi. The native born 
population ranges from 95 per cent in West Vir-
ginia to 99 per cent in North and South Carolina 
and Mississippi. The Protestant strength ranges 
from 60 per cent in West Virginia to 92 per cent 
in South Carolina. 
The propaganda of t m Anti-Saloon League 1 
in the South did not hesitate to use the menace 
of the drunken Negro in its appeals r or support: 
"Is it plain now? The secret or many a 
lynching and burning in the South? The primitive 
Negro field hand, a web of strong, sudden impulses, 
good and bad, comes to town or settlement on 
Saturday afternoon and pays his fifty cents for a 
pint of Mr. Levy's gin. He absorbs not only 1 ts 
toxic .heat, but absorbs also tbe suggestion subtly 
conveyed t:tnt it contains aphrodisiacs. He sits 
in the road or in the alley at the height of his 
debauch, looking at the obscene picture of a white 
woman on the label, drinking in the invitation it 
1. Peter Odegard: Pressure Poli t1 cs, p. 62 
M -- ~ 
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carries. And then comes--opportunity---
Then follows the hideous episode of the rope or 
stake." 
With the South over 98 per cent native 
born, about 85 per cent rural, and 80 per cent 
Protestant we can readily understand its social 
and political solidarity. The typical South-
erner is vindictive and cruel. His hatred is 
directed toward his wife and family as well as 
his fellow men. Society cannot tolerate this 
expression of his personality and 'the sentiment 
of self regard causes him co conceal his feelings 
even from himself. The "Southern hospitality" 
we hear so much about is but the e::mggera ted 
development, in his consciousness, of a qual! ty 
opposed to his true nature • His chivalry toward 
his woiOOn-folks is but a justificatory gesture 
which ,I:e rmi ts him to exercise his cruelty upon the 
unfortuna. te Negro who has had the m1 sf or tune to 
molest a white woman. 
The evangelical church served as another 
out-let for the Southerner's emotions. The 
evangelical church flourished because it was pecul-
iarly adapted to his needs. He could sublimate 
his ferocity in the emotional orgies of the "re-
vivals," and his sadistic nature was appeased by 
the contemplation of the cruel fate his revengeful 
I' 
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God had in store for the unfortunate sinners in 
Hell. 
With the Protestant evangelical church 
on the one hand, and the sex complexes identified 
with the Negro on the other enlisted in behalf of 
prohibition made his choice decisive. In the 
South we can truthfully say that prohibition had 
the support of public opinion. 
The Rural Population 
Politically New England, Pennsylvania, 
and New York are industrial and strongly protec-
tionist. As we move toward the Middle West, 
Northwest, and Far West the political chareleon 
takes on a bucolic color. The center of politi-
cal gravity in these regions comes to rest in the 
problems of agricultural reform. This region 
being nearer the pioneering d~ys has not, as yet, 
adopted the smug bourgeoisie philosophy of the 
conservative East. How can we reconcile the 
liberal spirit of the West with such a reaction-
ary piece of legislation as the Eighteenth 
Amendment? How could three hundred thousand 
farn:ers raising corn, barley, rye, hops and fruit 
be induced to legislate out or existence a cus-
tomer who was buying two hundred million dollars 
worth of t m i r products every year? 
The Protestant evangelical church plays 
• 
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the same role here that it did in the South. 
The traditions of the prairies are closely bound 
up with the evangelical theocracy. As early as 
1800 the Methodist Church concllcted camp-meetings 
among the settlers. These camp-meetings have 
been described in some detail by Herbert Asbury. 
They usually began on Thursday or Friday and con-
tinued until the following Tuesday or Wednesday. 
The Middle West outgrew the camp-meetings but it did 
not outgrow evangelical theology. 
The passing years saw the prairies change 
from a pioneering terri tory to the rural country 
it is today. As the creed of the evaneelical 
church lends it self readily to private interpreta-
tion the church soon became the center of intellec-
tual and social life. It became IIDre than a 
place of vorship; it became a meeting house, a 
forum. With none of the distractions of urban 
life to compete with, the hold of the church on 
the people never slackened. The West proved to 
be a fertile field for the promotion of the Temper-
ance Societies. When the keynote changed from 
temperance to prohibition the West not only fell 
in line but actually assumed leadership in the 
roovemen t. 
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The Wets 
'l'he Catholic Church 
Prohibition, as we have seen, was nur-
tured in the folds of the evangelical Protestant 
Church in this country. The evangelical movement 
was a creation of the social milieu. The only 
Authority it res ted upon was the Bible. Private 
interpretation read a thousand meanings into that 
mysterious Book. The innumerable sects that 
flourished were the inevitable consequence of this 
theological license. The freedom that permitted 
the breakup of Protestantism into meaningless 
sects also permit ted the pulpit to become an in-
valuable auxiliary of the Anti-Saloon League. 
The Roman Catholic Church stands in 
striking contrast to all this. The Catholic 
Church is an alien institution, transplanted to 
the American scene from a foreign culture. It is 
significant that rural .Anerica, which still 
mirrors traditional thinking, has not proven to be 
a fertile field for the Propagation of the Faith. 
While the cornerstone or Prates tan tism is the 
Bible, the cornerstone or Catholicism is the Church. 
The sacramental ministrations or the Church ansv.~r 
every spiritual need or the Faithful. Confession, 
l~ass with its ritual, the missal and the chalice 
represent, for the Faithful, far rr.ore than the 
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barren creed of Protestantism has to offer. The 
doctrine, the practice, and the morals of the 
Church proceed from a conviction indifferent to 
mood or opinion.1 The Faithful rest in the calm 
assurance that the Church will assume full respon-
si bili ty for their salvation. But in turn the 
Church exacts obedience. Alcohol does not 
constitute one or her dangers. Her system of 
penitence serves to discipline the predilection 
or the inebriate. 
A struggle so intensely emotional as 
that for prohibition pro<bced its om fanaticism. 
People who refused to cotspera te with the Anti-
Saloon League were regarded as the friends of all 
iniquity. The attitude toward the Catholic 
Church is a case in point. Although the leaders 
insisted tba.t tmir criticisn ~as due solely to 
the Church's stand on prohibition there were 
extremists who desired a vigorous anti-Catholic 
campaign. This sm::>ulderi ng res en tmen t burst 
into an open conflict between Archbishop Hayes of 
the New Yonc Diocese, and William H. Anderson, 
the state Superintendent of the Anti-Saloon League 
in New York. The indi ~ation of Archbishop Hayes 
against Anderson's high handed political intrigue 
1. Hilaire Belloc: The Anglo-Saxon and the Catholic 
Church, Atlantic !.ion thly, March 1923, p. 313 
I 
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came to the surface in an issue of Current Opin-
ion1 in 1920: 
"This sinister figure in Aroorican 
politics, a sower of strife, v.ho sinks so low as 
to play the un-Ameri can role of a brewer of 
bigotry. He seems little concerned about pro-
taction against unlawful search and seizure, 
religious freedom, free speech, free press, and 
free legislatures. Fomenter of distrust and 
breeder of mischief~ Better far America that he 
had never been born." 
Anderson was not slow in answering the 
charges made by Archbishop Hayes. In the New 
York World he came out with the following state-
ment: 
"If •••.• it makes me a sinister figure, 
a sower of strife, a brewer of bigotry to state 
the truth about the attitude or sone leaders of 
the Catholic Church with respect to the enforce-
ment of the prohibition amendrrent then ••••• so 
much the worse for these 1eaders ••••• not even the 
Archbishop or New York can obscure an issue by 
talking a tout something else •.••• J'iha t I say is 
that most or the officiary or the Rom n Catholic 
Church in this state are in sympathy with the 
1. Current Opinion, May 1920. 
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Tammany efforts to destroy the prohibition 
victory." 
The battle of words was not confined 
to the two principals alone. The Rev. W. M. 
1 Hess , rector of the Trinity Congregational 
Church in New Yolk a ired his views in these 
terms: 
"Should not a representative of the 
most bigoted church in America, the Roman 
Catholic, make a better reply than to merely 
call him (Anderson) a 'bigot' and 'fanatic?' 
Will you tell me v.ha t else Tammany Hall has been 
during the last forty years, but a combination 
of Rum and Romanism?-- Why so sensitive now when 
William H. Anderson tells a simple truth that 
every intelligent person knows? Is it not about 
time for the real Americans to drive the low-down 
grafting Irish-Catholic rum-sellers and 'rummies' 
out of city politics?" 
This bitter controversy grew out of 
ignorance of Roman Catholic philosophy on the 
part of the Protestant elements. Their tradi-
tional fear of the Papacy mde it easy for them to 
believe that there was an unholy alliance between 
the Saloon and the Catholic Church. The large 
1. Pressure Politics, p. 27 
• 
-tl:tft'n a 
-56-
number of Irish-Catholic saloon-keepers was in 
itself enough to suggest this pos si bili ty. 'l'he 
attitude of the Catholic Church, however, rests 
rather upon the individual responsibility Vrhich 
she is in a position to insist upon. The drys 
alienated her support also when they made a moral 
issue out of drinking. She, not the State, is 
the guardian of pub lie morals. The temper of the 
campaign itself however was the decisive factor 
in determining the policies of the Catholic Church 
in regard to prohibition. The leadership of the 
campaign had plainly fallen into the hands of 
fanatics. The Catholic Church is old in practical 
social experience. The perspective or the 
centuries ms made her wary or moral crusaders. 
She has had too many of her om; the"J only succeeded 
in retarding her progress. When the Roman Catho-
lic Church saw the Protestant evangelical churches 
united in the espousal of a prohibitory policy 
which did violence to her own doctrines, as well as 
offending the traditions or her constituents, she 
plainly read the signs or the times. 
• 
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The Urban Population 
The social history of the United States 
from 1878 to 1898 is a reflection of the rise of 
the cities and the growing importance of urban 
living. The United States was perceptibly being 
transformed from a predominantly rural culture 
w1 th a provincial outlook into a capitalistic 
nation \\hose interests were 10rld w1 de. The un-
restricted immigration from Europ:! on the one hand, 
and the influx of country boys and girls into the 
mushrooming cities on the other, served to complete 
this economic metamorphosis. Between 1860 and 1920 
America changed from a country sixty per cent rural 
and forty per cent urban to a nation sixty per cent 
urban and forty per cent rural. 
The evangelical Protestant Church in this 
country has steadily lost ground in the cities. 
'rhe rune tion of meeting-house and forum, that it 
so usefully performed in the rural community, did 
not obtain in the city. From the role of the 
social center the church foWld itself reduced to 
one of several competing social institutions in the 
complex social pittern. The strong emotional con-
tent of the evangelical spirit was alrrDst a neces-
sity to the lonely dwellers of the plantation and 
the prairie. In the turbulent swi:nof city life 
human emotions find too many modes of expression 
• 
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for any one to predominate unless it has a unique 
contribution to mke. This the evangelical 
church lacked; thus we witness a significant weak-
ening or Protestant influence in urban Anerica. 
Odegard1 takes cognizance or this tendency: 
"The Protestant Church in American cities 
is largely the property and product or rural 1m-
migrants. In the larger cities it bas survived 
from the earlier rural period or the States devel-
opment. Counts mde or those attending city 
churches indicate that they are largely made up of 
rural imrnigran ts; ?5% of those present are fre-
quen tly found to have been born in the country." 
The gathering strength of the Catholic 
Church in Aim ri can city life, mean v.h ile, had 
continued unabated. That this was a contributing 
cause to wet sentiment in urban Arr.eri ca wi 11 not 
permit of serious doubt. The nine Southern States 
which adopted prohibition prior to 1916, as we have 
seen, were rural, nat! ve, end overwhelmingly 
Protestant. "Contrast this with Connecticut and 
Rhode Island, the tV«J states nhich failed to ratify 
the Eighteenth Amendment 2 , the Catholic percentage 
of the to tal church population was 67 and ?6 
respect! vely. Without co ncl udi ng too much from 
1. Peter Odegard: Pressure Politics, p. 30 
G. Peter Odegard: Pressure Politics, p. 31 
• 
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these figures they help to explain the League's 
(Anti-Saloon League) attitude. The League, being 
a league of Protestant Churches, would look for 
small influence in the cities where the Catholics 
generally predominate. Six~-five per cent of 
the church-goers in cities of 350,000 or more are 
Catholics. Three-fourths of tbe Catholics in the 
United States live in cities of 25,000 or more. 
In these cities they constitute one-half to two-
thirds of the cburch-go ing population." 
The Immigrant 
One ar the most interesting sociological 
phenomena in all history has been the unprecedented 
magnitude of in::migra tion to this country. Accord-
ing to Josiah Strong,l the ferry Johns. Carlisle 
in its hourly trips from Ellis Island to the 
Battery, carried more i~igrants in a year than came 
over in all the fleets of the nations in the two 
centuries after John Sm1 th landed at James tom. The 
total number of immigrants that landed from 1820 to 
1927 was 37,000,000.2 
Betvre en 1861 and 1870 44. 97; of the new-
comers came from the Bri t1sh Isles; these were also 
the peak years for the Germans who constituted 34 
per cent of the to tal. Between 1881 and 1890 out 
1. Edward c. Hayes: Introduction to Sociology, p. 267 
2. Encyclopaedia Brittanica, loth Ed., Vol. 15, p. 467 
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of a total of 2,065,270 imndgrants 28.0 per cent 
came from the British Isles and 27 • 8 came from 
Ger:rmny. 
From 1890 on these easily assimilated 
people began to g1 ve way to the vast increase of 
immigrants from Southern and Eastern Europe. The 
following table shows this increasing tendency in 
terms of per centages. 
1891 - 1900 1901 - 1910 (3,558,978) (8,136,016) 
Austria 16.0 24.4 
Italy 17.7 23.3 
Russia 13.9 18.0 
British Isles 17.9 9.8 
Germany 14.0 3.9 
The immigrants from the British Isles 
were made up largely of the Irish. Thea e Irish 
immigrants were destined to become the dominant 
section or .h.IiBrican Catholics. They arrived early 
enough to appropriate the sal con business, which in 
turn led to political control. The Germans moved 
further west. Being a beer-loving people their 
enterprise created the flourishing traffic of st. 
Louis, Cincinnati, and Milwaukee. The fact that 
the beer indus try was in German hands was part of 
the propaganda launched against the 11 quor traffic 
duri ng the 118 r hysteria days. 
The later in:migrants from Southern Europe 
r 
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were not an asset to the drys. Prohibition was 
entirely foreign to the cultures they represented. 
Wine was a joy to these people before Columbus 
discovered America. Furthernx>re they were pre-
dominantly Catholic. 
llet sen tirm nt thus prevails over that 
portion of our population W1ich represents foreign 
extraction. In 19001 38.7 per cent or the white 
papule tion of this country had been born abroad or 
were children or parents one or both or whom had 
been born a broad. The impact of this population 
was felt throughout urban l~zoori ca, Pi rticularly in 
the indus trial East. 
The Industrial East. 
All tbat bas been said in the foregoing 
discussion or the Catholic Church, the urban popu-
lation, and the imnigrant have an inu::ediate 
bearing on the political wetness or the industrial 
East. It is here that the Catholic Church has 
realized her greatest success; tbe urbanization or 
the East had already started when Affierica's indus-
trial expansion began; the in:.migran t, content w1 th 
the opportunities nearest at hand, swelled the 
populations or northeastern industrial cities. We 
have seen v.hy the South overwhel~ngly Protestant, 
native, and rural was sympathetic to the dry cause. 
1. Edward C. Hayes: Introduction to Sociol~r, p. 267 
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The Industrial East Catholic, foreign, and urban 
was just as emphatically wet. 
The coalition of all these factors 
created a social milieu in which the saloon, 
despite all its abuses, played a significant role. 
Unrestricted immigration had visited upon the East 
a large unwieldy population. The early immigrants 
from the Brit ish Isles, Germany, and Northern 
Europe, people of substantially the same breed and 
culture, were so readily absorbed that they never 
constituted a social problem. If the immigration 
had been confined to these people we would have 
heard very little about "aliens." 
The newer immigrant from eastern and 
sou tharn Europe represented a race and a culture 
foreign to English traditions. They bad their own 
ideals of poll tics and government and they were 
very strongly attached to them. There was abund-
ant evidence to show that the older American stock 
did not want to absorb these aliens, and even the 
aliens were strangely blind to the advantages of 
absorption. Left to their own devices these 
people congested the eastern cities and created 
too sl uns. Finding themselves in a complex urban 
environment they did not fully understand these 
people sought the peace and tranquillity of their 
nat 1 ve culture • 
~ 
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In this heterogeneous environment the 
saloon was useful in overcoming social isolation 
and encouraging the interplay or thought and 
feeling. "Here1 were not only working men with 
tom caps and no caps at all; teamsters w1 th mud 
off their wagon wheels all over their clothes, 
some of them with their vests split all the way 
up their backs; .roon w1 th sleeves rolled up to the 
shoulders and their flesh glistening with sweat; 
others wearing white collars, fashionable clothes, 
with Panama or s·ty lish felt hats-- all lined up 
together and touching elbows, talking as they 
drank. Where in any settlement mens' club, 
where in any church or Y. ll. C. A., could one wit-
ness a similar scene, so far as the spirit of 
derocracy is concerned? 
"The saloon keeper himself was an 
important factor. His large acquaintance not only 
w1 th men in the community but beyond, and his 
superior sources of intormtion mde him a man or 
great influence. Often he secured work for the 
unemployed. He loaned money without setting up 
the 'work test' of the charity organization. Fre-
quently he lent 'hoping nothing in return.' The 
saloon-keeper and his bartender had their own 
standard or ethics. Comparatively few permitted 
1. Rev. Charles Sleezle: Boston Transcript, Saturday, 
Oct. 1, 1932 
the men to become intoxicated in their places. 
They d1 d not permit swearing. Indecent stories 
were prohibited. No gambling was allowed." 
Needless to say there were saloons that 
answered the descriptions of the Anti-Saloon 
League; saloons which served as recruiting places 
for immoral practices of every kind, in which men 
became grossly intoxicated and which served as 
breeding places for political corruption. In 
spite of this however we must recognize tmt the 
saloon served a useful end in bridging the gap 
that confined the alien to his people. Preju-
dices yielded to the kindly affluence that 
alcohol engenders in the breasts or men. These 
people, furthermore, bad learned habits or civil-
ized drinking from their forefathers. They took 
their liquor as a IIRtter or course. The wise 
moderation they practiced sufficed to let oown 
the higher inhibitions, and freed them from the 
tensions and worries of their precarious existence 
in this strange new country. 
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The Psychological Bases of Prejudice 
Carry Nation 
In discussing the psychology of preju-
dice it might be instructive to objectify our 
inquiry in the actual career or an active parti-
cipant or the prohibition controversy. No single 
individual of either sex carried stronger convic-
tions or accomplished more toward the destruction 
of the saloon than Carry Nation. In 1929 the 
Outlook printed a serial on the life of Carry 
Nation by Herbert Asbury. The editors described 
the story as "a hi story or prohibition and a study 
of the psychology of reform." I am indebted to 
the Outlook for the following summary or her career. 
Carry Nation was born on a farm in 
Garrard county, central Kentucky, on November 25, 
1846, in a rambling ten-room house or hewn logs, 
weatberboarded and plastered, which sprawled its 
ungainly bulk within tbe shadow of the mighty 
cliffs that towered high above the swirling current 
or D i ck ' s R 1 v er. Nine or the ten rooms were on 
the ground r loor, and one or them was that rural 
holy or holies--- the parlor. In accordance with 
the prevailing custom or the frontier the parlor 
was kept closed and darkened: members or the 
household never ventured across the threshhold, 
and the doors were opened and the shades raised 
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only upon occasions of the utmost importance. 
Sunlight flittered painfully into its musty and 
gloomy interior \\hen tbe minister called, and 
Carry Nation, her parents, and her brother and 
sister sat stiffly erect while the oracle, 
comfortably ensconced in a rocking-chair, ex-
pounded the law and the gospels. Again the 
doors were flung wide When the angel or death 
smote the household, for it was in the parlor 
that the corpse lay in a black coffin upon wooden 
trestles, while relatives filed by and tortured 
themselves with frequent looks at the deceased; 
and sympathetic neighbors nnintained silent 
vigil at the head of the casket, "sitting up with 
the corpse." The parlor was a place of horror 
and fascina t1 on, but only when escorted by an 
adult was Carry Nation permitted to invade its 
sacred precincts and gape at its wonders. 
During the fornntive years of early 
childhood her training was almost entirely in the 
hands or the Negro slaves who were chief among · 
her father's possessions. She followed the Negro 
men in the fields and about the stables, and her-
self operated a tiny spinning Wheel. At night 
she sat and ate w1 th them around the fires in 
their cabins, imbibing their superstitions and 
listening in frightened rapture to their ghost 
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stories and circumstantiated accounts of a Satan 
hoofed and horned. "I would listen until my 
teech would chatter with fright," she wrote, "an~ 
would shiver more and more as they ~uld tell of 
the sights in graveyards, the spirits of tyranni-
cal masters, walking at night, with their chains 
clanking; and the sights of hell, wb.e re some w::>uld 
be on gridirons, some hung up to baste, and the 
devil with his pitchfork would toss tm poor 
creatures hither and thither." 
Carry Nation's father was George Moore, 
a native of Garrard county and a descendent of an 
Irish pioneer. Until the Civil War swept his 
possessions away, Moore was a prosperous stock 
trader, planter, and slave-holder; bu~ he was a 
rover and before Carry Nation was sixteen years 
old she had lived in a dozen counties of Kentucky, 
Missouri, and Texas. 
For her father Carry Nation had a love 
that amounted almost to adoration. In her early 
childhood her secret ambition was to resemble him, 
and to that end she once attempted to file her 
teeth because his molars had been worn down by a 
lifeti:re or struggle w1 th frontier cookery. "If 
I ever had an angel on earth," she wrote, "it was 
my father. I have met many men 'Rlo had lovable 
characters, but none equalled him in my estimation. 
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He ves not a saint, but a man-- one of the noblest 
works or God. He was impetuous, quick, impatient, 
but never nervous; he oould oollect hi:!llSelf in a 
moment, and was always master of the situation. 
He was a thorough rosiness man, but his social 
qualities exceeded all others. To the honor of 
my rather be it said that he gave up all his proper-
ty to pay his debts, never withholding, where he 
could have done so. I can see that a responsi-
bility to God was the fundamental principle in my 
father's life." A striking fact is that with the 
first money she earned as a temperance lecturer 
and theatre attraction, Carry Nation paid her 
fatber's debts. 
Carry Nation's nnther was Mary, daughter 
of James Campbell a native or Virginia and a 
lineal descendent of the Duke of Argyll. James 
Campbell worked as a carpenter in his youth, but 
in his latter years he was a man or considerable 
means, owning nuroorous slaves and Imny acres of 
rich farming land. 
James Campbell's wife, lho may have 
brought the strain of mental weakness into the 
family, was a Miss Bradshaw. Most or her adult 
life she was an invalid and rarely stirred from her 
room. She died before the scalp or a single 
saloon dangled from her celebrated granddaughter's 
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belt. The first husband or her daughter Mary, 
Carry Nation's mother, was William Caldwell, who 
freed his slaves and removed to Illinois where 
he died, leaving his wife and two small children. 
The children died several years before Mary 
nnrried George .Moore, by whom she had six children. 
Her peculiarities, which in later years became 
so serious, probably began to develop soon after 
the birth of Carry Nation, for the latter's 
earliest recollections were or her mother playing 
the grand dame. For a long time Mrs. Moore was 
content to believe herself only a lady-in-waiting 
to the Q.ueen of England, but as her ailment pro-
gressed she became convinced that she was in 
reality Q.ueen Victoria, and her demeanor became 
increasingly regal. She wore handsome costumes 
of purple vel vet, and a crown or crystal and cut 
glass, and members or re r family were required to 
wait upon her with much ceremony; during her 
worst periods they were permit ted to enter her 
presence only by appointment. 
In spite of the strait-laced bringing up 
she had bad, Carry Nation knew the ways of evil, 
and as a child she trod too shining paths of sin. 
She was untruthful, sly, and dishonest. She fre-
quently lied to her mother to avoid restraint, and 
to escape punishment. If there was anything 
.... ----------------~----- -----------------
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about the house she wanted and was forbidden to 
have, she simply stole it, and invented fantastic 
yarns to account for its disappearance. In her 
headlong dash to a felon's doom she was encour-
aged by the ala ves, and particularly by her nurse, 
Betsy, who often dispatched her to steal sugar, 
butter, needles and thread, and other articles 
from the household supply. The enonni ty or these 
sins were impressed upon her by a small book she 
received from a minister which said that one vho 
stole little things was just as much a thief as 
one who took something or great value. Various 
small articles were mentioned, and it so happened 
that they were exactly vha t Carry Nation had been 
stealing. "I was greatly shocked to find mysel r 
a thief," she wrote. "It had never occurred to 
me that I was as bad as that. My rep en tence was 
sincere, and I was rm de honest by this blessed 
book, so much so that even after I becarre grown, 
if any article 1es left in my house I iOUld give 
it a way, unless I could find the owner. u 
Having conquered the sins of d1 shone sty 
and selfishness Carry proved susceptible to the 
next logical step in her spiritual development. 
This m1 racl e took place a few weeks after her 
tenth birthday at the Christian Church at Hickman's 
Mill in Jackson county, Missouri. During the 
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sermon the youthful and impressionable Carry felt 
curiously uplifted by the magic words of the 
minister, a gray haired veteran of a hundred re-
vivals, and she was conscious of a strange exalta-
tion as she listened to the throbbing music of 
too hymns. \Vhen converts were called for after 
the services she began to seep, vhereupon her 
father quickly stepped to the pulpit and spoke to 
the minister. The latter stopped his harangue 
and looked searchingly at the child, holding out 
his arms in invitation. Under his burning gaze 
and the wailing rhythm or the music, Carry Nation 
wept even mre bitterly, and finally she felt a 
strange power clutch at her heart and impel her 
to step from her pew into the aisle. Her father 
and the preacher raised their voices in a shout 
of triumph, and the little girl went slowly for-
ward and sank exhausted on the mourners' bench. 
She had been converted! 
During the five years after her conver-
sion Carry Nation was a semi-invalid, and for 
much of the time was bed-ridden. She experienced 
a few brief periods or comparatively good health, 
but she was so weak that she was unable to parti-
cipate in the normal activities of childhood; and 
with little to occupy either her mind or body her 
thoughts becarna increasingly depressing and intro-
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specti ve, and she tume d more and more to the 
consolation of religion. She perused the Scrip-
tures with such care and diligence that she was 
soon able to quote w1 than amazing facility. 
She also acquired a considerable loca 1 renown as 
a child preacher, and every Sunday it was her 
custom to gather the slaves into her father's 
d1 ning-room and there mounted on the table, e:x-
pound the Gospels. Frequently, after she had 
preached a oo fallen back spent and half fainting, 
she soared high above the roof-tops into the 
clouds, and there be:OOld Jesus astride a white 
charger, holding aloft a golden sword. She 
geoorally took her text from Revelation. 
The Civil War began in earnest when 
Carry Nation was fifteen years old. Fearing that 
Missouri would be the battle-ground of the con-
tending annie s George Moore loaded his belongings 
into a great train of ox-drawn wagons and set out 
for t be South. Economic disaster pursued him, 
however. In Texas, where he stopped, an epidemic 
of typhoid fever swept through his people. Several 
slaves perished. Utterly discouraged, George 
Moore !'reed his slaves, sold what property he 
could, and started back to Missouri. En route to 
Missouri they were frequently stopped by both 
Northern and Southern troops and robbed by both. 
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The only benefit that resulted from those 
wanderings was to Carry Nation's health. 
her health restored she became eager for an 
education. But she was destined never to 
With 
realize her ambition. When she was seventeen 
she spent a few months in a boarding school at 
Liberty, Missouri, but she was summoned home by 
the serious illness of her mother, and never 
again, as a pupil, crossed the threshold of a 
school house. 
As a na iden Carry Nation was not cal-
culated to attract ren. She was no horr.elier 
than the ordinary run of young 110 men , but her 
mot her and five aunts had care fully trained her 
to regard every man as a libertine, and a poten-
tial if not actual seducer; and she was prim, 
prissy and suspicious. When she was not too 
busy w1 th her religious exerci sea and household 
duties she accepted the attentions of young men, 
and even went to J8rties with them, and son:etimes 
to country dances and to balls in the larger 
towns, but she tolerated no familiarities and 
brooked no arr.orous nonsense. None might hold her 
hand or sit near her; Vthen a gentleman called he 
sat on one end of the sofa and she on the otber, 
with the huge family album between then. 
Vihen Carry Nation was nine teen years old, 
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Dr. Charles Gloyd, a young physician, boarded 
with her family. At first he was just another 
person far whom she had to cook and wash, but 
when she learned that he spoke several languages, 
and possessed a very superior education, she 
began to stand in awe of him. The awe soon 
turned to reverence, and the reverence quickly 
passed in to adore ti on, but no word of love passed 
between them until one evening When he came upon 
her in the darkened hallway. He seized her hand 
and softly stroked it, and as she stood trembling 
in apprehension he spoke endearingly and kissed 
her upon the lips. Carry Nation was shocked and 
horrified. Never before had she been kissed or 
her hand held, and now she had undergone both or 
these disturbing e~eriences within a few minutes. 
For a moment she was unable to speak, and then 
she snatched her hand from his grasp, covered her 
face with her palms, and cried out: 
I run ruined! I am ruined! 
A few repeti tiona of the disaster soon 
convinced her t ha. t she was far from being ruined 
and a wave or gratitude and love swept over her 
when Dr. Gloyd assured her that his inten tiona were 
honorable and asked her for her hand in marriage. 
Despite the bitter opposition of her parents, v.ho 
had hoped to rmrry her to a prosperous young farmer 
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of the neighborhood, Carry Nation and Dr. Gloyd 
were married in Belton on November 21, 1867. 
Carry Nation's marriage proved to be a 
trying experience. When Dr. Gloyd Dll rried her 
he was a confirmed alcoholic and snaked immoder-
ately. She loved him to distraction, but he 
made her despera telr unhappy, and she was soon 
convinced that his fellow masons were largely 
responsible for and e mouraged his addiction to 
alcohol and tobacco; for they drank Viith him and 
men he went on sprees they hid him away in their 
lodge rooms, llhile Carry Nation scurried fran ti-
cally about searching for him. They had been 
married only a rew months when she was compelled 
to leave hin;., and six months after the birth of 
their afflicted child he died a drunkard's death. 
Shortly after the death of her husband 
Carry Nation entered the State Nonnal School at 
Warrensburg, Missouri, where she took special work 
to prepare herself for a teaching career. After 
a year's study she received a teaching certificate, 
and ms employed to instruct the prirmry gra.des in 
the Holden public schools. After four uneventful 
years she was dismissed because of her unconven-
tional ideas of ~rd pronunciation. After several 
weeks of worry and anxiety she decided to rmrry 
again. She let her intentions be known, but no 
-?6-
likely candide te presented h1rr.self. In this 
exigency she bad recourse to divine wisdom, and 
beseeched God to find her a husband. About 
ten days later she med David Nation, law,yer, 
minister or the Christian Church. Six weeks 
later they were rmrried. 
Both connubial bliss and economic 
security eluded Carry Nation in her new matri-
monial venture. TV«l years after sbe became 
David Nation's wife they traded their property for 
seventeen hundred acres of land on the Sen Bernard 
River, in Brazoria County, Texas, part of which 
had been planted in cotton. They bad a scant 
knowledge of farming, and none at all of cotton. 
From the beginning they were the helpless victims 
or disaster. Greatly discouraged, David Nation 
abandoned his standing crops and went to Columbia, 
the county seat, hoping to resume his law prac-
tice. Carry Nation was left with the care of 
the farm, as wel'l as or her daughter, Charlien, 
then seven years old; her step-daughter, Lola 
Nation, l'iho was eleven; Mrs. Gloyd, and a dest1-
tu te old man who bad been taken into the Nation's 
household for charity's sake. 
David Nation had taken their few dollars 
to pay his board and lodging while he pursued the 
will-of-the-wisp of a law practice. Carry Nation 
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and her family endured actual starvation during 
his absence only to receive word finally that he 
had been unsuccessful and had no money, and 
would be thrown into the street unless she came 
to his assistance. After she had rejoined her 
husband Carry Nation took over the Columbia 
Hotel, a rickety, ramshackle old structure, over-
run with vermin, the plaster fallen from the 
walls, and w1 th scarcely a whole pane of glass 
left in the nndows. A more difficult and de-
pressing task than sbe had set herself could 
scarcely be imagined, and under the terrific 
strain or the back-breaking ~rk she began to ex-
perience the periods or distraction and utter 
gloominess that had afflicted her wring her 
early girlhood. About a year after she had begun 
to operate the hotel Charlien became ill. Typhoid 
fever wracked the child and when she became con-
valescent she displayed unmistakeable symptoms of 
mental weakness. Carry Nation realized vaguely 
that a portion of tbe taint may have come from her-
self, but she felt more i ncllne d to blame her 
daughter's father, and most or all liquor and the 
saloon. 
Carry Nation never earned more than a 
bare living with her hotel enterprise in Columbia, 
Texas, and her husband failed utterly to make any 
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progress toward acquiring a law practice. So they re-
moved to Richmond in Fort Bend County, where David 
Nation renewed his quest of a lawsuit and his wife 
once more embarked in the hotel business. In the 
meanti.rre Charlien and her step-daughter Lola had 
married. These events increased rather than less-
ened her worries however for Charlien and her husband 
lived at the hotel, as did Lola Nation and her hus-
band. 
Carry Nation was glad to leave RichiiX>nd 
when her husband became p:t sto r of the Christian 
Church at Holton, Kansas. She was not pleased how-
ever to see her husband enter the ministry again, 
for she d1 d not believe that he had ever been con-
verted, or was divinely called to preach. Not only 
did she choose his texts, but she edited and some-
times wrote his seroons. While he preached she sat 
in a front pew and acted as prompter, disconcerting 
him with audible instructions to raise or lower his 
voice, and to make appropriate gestures. And when 
she thought he had exhausted his subject, or was 
giving a poor perforrrance, it was her custom to 
step into the aisle and say loudly, "That will be 
all for today David t • Son:e tines he failed to quit 
speaking immediately, mereupon she rmrched to tbe 
pulpit, banged his Bible shut, handed him his hat 
and peremptorily told him to go home. Asked finally 
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to resign he did so with great pleasure, and the 
Nations moved to Medicine Lodge, where Carry 
Nation lived until she began her crusade. 
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'!'his brief background acquaints us w1 th 
the life of hardship that Carry Nation endured. 
Deprived or the normal experiences that are the 
rightful heritage or growing children, hemmed in 
by the stern moral code in which she was nurtured, 
she learned, at an early age, the art or repression. 
These early experiences however are the efficient 
causes that help us to understand the militant, 
tireless crusader who recklessly brandished her 
flashing hatchet and perpetrated her vandalism on 
the saloon. 
Carry Nation's crusade marks her defi-
nitely as an agitator. In the first place she 
placed an extraordinarily high value on the emo-
tional response of the public. The non-rational 
origin or her beliefs is evident from the peculiar 
em tional warmth and instinctive certainty w1 th 
which she defended her stand. She assumed a 
priori that anyone who disagreed with her was in 
communion with the devil, and that opponents showed 
bad faith or timid!~. When Carry Nation was on 
the war-path she subordinated personal considera-
tions entirely to the urgent claims or principle. 
Her indifference to danger was so great as to raise 
serious doubts as to Whether or not she realized 
that they existed. On more than one occasion her 
sex, and the intervention of the police, alone saved 
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her life. 
In a real sense Carry Nation's activi-
ties in her crusade were essentially political. 
They were political in the sense that her private 
motives had been displaced on to public objects 
and rationalized in terms of public interests. 
Prohibition, indeed, became a political movement 
as soon as the appeals to the individual conscience, 
which characterized the early temperance societies, 
were abandoned in favor of the legal prohibition 
of the saloon. The mobilization of the community 
for action demands economy in the terms in which 
the objectives are put. The attack on the saloon 
achieved this economy. The symbolization of the 
saloon as the instrumental approach to the terminal 
objective of the Dry crusade--the legal prohibition 
of liquor--was objectified in the creation of the 
anti-Saloon League. To Carry Nation, however, the 
destruction of the saloon represented not an instru-
mental value but a ter~inal value. To her the 
saloon was not a political symbol whose points or 
reference related it to the ultimate purposes of 
the dry crusade. To carrJ Nation the saloon was 
the ~ine qua non or all evil. But thus making an 
end of what should have been a means a new meaning 
was read into the drive on the saloon. our imme-
diate task now is to point out the private effects 
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from which her political career derived its 
vitality. 
As a child Carry Nation was given to 
a great deal of physical illness. The active 
interests of other children exceeded her 
strength. Her natural protest against the 
feeling or impotence which this condition engen-
dered found expression in her early untruthful-
ness, slyness, and dishonesty. The vicarious 
compensation which came to her in this way 
relieved her of her feeling of inferiority. 
It was during these form t i ve years 
tba. t Carry Nation was exposed to the ignorant 
superstitions of her father's slaves. These 
blacks accepted their slavery as a natural condi-
tion of their existence. The blows that they 
were helpless to detend themselves against in 
real life did not disappear from consciousness 
entirely however. Their morbid superstitions, 
concerned as they were with ghosts, grave-yards, 
hell-tire and brimstone, gave them a vicarious 
satisfaction. In this teeth-chattering world, 
1 tself a refuge from reality, the tyrannical 
slave-master could be condemned to the cruelties 
of a hoofed and tailed devil. Nor was the 
theology of her parents any more elevating. An 
outgrowth of Purl tanism it was chiefly concerned 
-83-
with sin and salvation. When Carry Nation's 
self-assertive complex brought her into conflict 
with parental authority she round a solution in 
her "conversion " The moodiness which often 
settled upon her yielded to an overpowering 
interest in the Scriptures. The messianic de-
lusions she suffered from in later years were 
first expressed in the preaching she did to the 
slaves in her father's house. 
While Carry Nation was still in her 
childhood her mother had already become definite-
ly insane. This condition led to an inevitable 
neglect of her motherly duties. As her mind 
became more and more preoccupied with her delu-
sions all extraneous interests faded from her 
field of consciousness. Hart1 describes this 
phenomena as follows: 
"The patients have lost the gregarious 
attributes of the normal man, and the sanctions 
of traditional conduct have no longer any signi-
ficance for them. In the milder cases this 
change shows itself merely as a loss of interest 
in the affairs of their fellows, a tendency to be 
solitary and unsociable, an atrophy of their 
affections for friends and relatives, and an indif-
l. Hart: The Psycholo5y of Insanity, p. 169 
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ference to the ordinary conventions of society." 
Her mother's neglect gave free rein to 
Carry Nation's Electra Complex. In this early 
love experience all the emotional intensity she 
was capable or experiencing was brought into play. 
Despite the fact that her father, as a sex object, 
was taboo she never relinquished him as a fixation 
for her libido. Her identification with him even 
led her to file her teeth so as to resemble his. 
The knowledge or his unpaid debts was an unwelcome 
intrusion in the idealized image or her father 
that she had created. Lest the escutcheon or his 
honor be stained she religiously paid the last or 
his debts, years after he was gone. Vfuen Charles 
Gloyd entered her life later his superior knowl-
edge vested him with authority. This discovery 
reawakened the Electra Complex in Carry Nation and 
Charles Gloyd, as the symbol of her father (author-
ity) becarr~ the object or her love. 
The Puritanical code that regulated 
Carry Nation's life was stern andforbidding. Its 
other-worldly perspective assessed all earthly 
customs, habits, and indulgences solely with refer-
ence to their direct bearing upon salvation in the 
world to come. A formidable array or taboos made 
the converted mindful or the dangers of sin as well 
the blessings of salvation. Sex, the strongest 
----_------
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human impulse, was surrounded with the strongest 
taboos. When Carry Nation married Lharles 
Gloyd her deep religious sense created a mental 
hazard that prevented her from enjoying her sexual 
relations with him. 'l'hese Puritanical inhibitions 
persisted and prevented her from reaching a stable 
heterosexual adjustment with David Nation whom she 
married later. The early father-identification 
grew stronger as David Nation's failure became 
pronounced. This explains the masculine role she 
adopted in her attitude toward him while he served 
as a preacher in Kansas. uuring the heat or her 
crusade she seldom tolerated his presence and 
often peremptorily ordered hi~ to go home. 
he finally divorced her she only paused long 
enough in her feverish activity to heave a sigh of 
relief. 
1 
"Political prejudices, preferences, and 
creeds are often formulated in h1€hly rational ways. 
,/hen they are seen against the developmental 
history or the person they take on meanings which 
are quite different from the phrases in which they 
are put." Carry Nation's tirades against the 
saloon, as a case in point, give us no clue as to 
1. Harold Lasswell: PsychopatholoGt and ?olitic~, 
p. 153 
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the effie! en t cause of her provo ca. ti ve attitude. 
The saloon became the target of her hatred because 
it was directly responsible for the downfall of 
Charles Gloyd. In spite of the inhibitions that 
frustrated their sex life she vested him with all 
the adoration that had forcerly flowed toward her 
father. When she saw him disintegrate under the 
influence of excessive drinking her grief was pro-
found. "Emot1ons1 change readily from one state 
to another according to the law of ambivalence. 
Love turns easily into a hatred which is all the 
more intense because or the preceding love." 
Before Carry Nation invaded the saloon the sexual 
component in her complex came to light in her 
activities against spooners. Conscious of her own 
sexual inadequacy she welcomed the thought that sex 
indulgence was a sin. When she took a couple by 
surprise she would burst forth with a long tirade 
on the dangers or "carnal sin." She was responsi-
ble for a multi tude of shot-gun weddings before the 
saloon claimed her attention. 
When Carry Nation invaded the saloon her 
theatre of activity shifted to the political arena. 
Polit1cs2 is the sphere or conflict, and brings out 
1. Wayland F. Vaughan: The Lure of Superiority, 
p. 105 
2. Harold Lasswell: Psychopathology end Politics, 
p. 184 
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all the vanity and venom, the narcissism and 
aggression, of the contending parties. Her re-
pressed sadism was vented upon the saloon in her 
destructive assaults with her hatchet. This 
asocial tendency was justified in her mind by a 
tissue of rationalization. The physical violence 
she was exposed to by the irate saloon-keepers, 
and the subsequent arrests which followed, 
appeased her masochistic tendencies. These were 
the very circumstances which favored the selection 
of the saloon as the target of her displacement. 
The saloon fulfilled a catharsis function in 
relieving her emotional maladjustment. 
In her religious devotions Carry Nation 
habitually sought divine guidance from God (author-
ity). She was, however, a rebellious convert. 
The untoward circumstances of ber life were trying 
to her faith. During her childhood she had had 
more than her share of illness. In her later 
life a discouraging poverty dogged her footsteps. 
The physical illnesses which her daughter suffered 
from she regarded as visitations of the divine 
spirit. When her daughter later in life showed 
signs of mental weakness she was filled w1 th even 
greater apprehensions. The latter, she persuaded 
herself, was due, not to her o~n hereditary taint, 
but to the alcoholic inebriety of Charles Gloyd. 
-88-
The defensive mechanisr:1 which operated 
to allay these doubts created attitudes of the 
opposite nature in her mind: hence we find her 
theology consisting entirely of dogmas. These 
dogmas were impervious to argument. 'l'o question 
theu was in itself a sacrilege. Carry Nation 
found a further defense against her doubts by 
being forever preoccupied by her ostentatious pre-
occupations with truth. 
In recapitulation we now find that the 
genesis of Carry Nation's prejudices take us back 
to early conditionings. ~t no period in her life 
was she ever a thoroughly intergratcd personality. 
Her early illness drove her to see.~ compensation 
in an affront to parental authority. The play of 
.L-;egro superstitions and evangelical preaching pre-
pared her mind ror the ~essianic delusions she 
suffered fron. The enduring love she bore for 
Charles Gloyd turned to an intense hatred of 
liquor, the im:1ediate cause of his downfall. it.ll 
her agitation, in fact, was but the indirect mani-
festation of her repressed complexes. Her tirades 
against the saloon were but a tissue of rational-
izations. In all these complexes the censures did 
not fail to fulfill their function. The efficient 
causes of her unrest were effectively hidden from 
her own consciousness. Her reli~ious dogmas were 
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symptoms ascribable to the censure: they assisted 
the process of resisting the entry or doubts in 
her mind. 
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Crowd Psychology 
A discussion of pre judice in the pro-
hibition controversy w:>uld be incomplete without 
a chapter devoted to the crowd psychology which 
made the victory possible. The Carlylean 
approach to social movements is still prevalent 
anx>ng us; we sti 11 fondly attempt to read social 
history in tenns of per so nal1 ties. Crowd psy-
chology reminds us that men are ruled by ideas, 
sentiments, and customs; these derive their 
validity not from a handful of leaders but from 
the beliefs and opinions of the IIB sses. The 
leader can only succeed as long as he appeals to 
these accumulated ideas, sentiments, and customs. 
'I'he crowd will follow its leader blindly as long 
as he addresses himself to the genius of the 
mores. Thus we arrive at the paradox that the 
leader leads only as long as he follows; as long 
as he follows the unconscious wishes of the crowd. 
Gustave LeBon has throm. considerable 
light on the psychology of crowd behavior. His 
thesis is that the group mind represents the psy-
chology of pr1m1 ti ve beings. The iJlpulsiveness, 
irritability, incapacity to reason, the absence 
or judgment and or the critical spirit, the 
exaggeration of sentiments are characteristics to 
be observed in beings belonging to inferior forrr~ 
• 
or evolution - in women, 1 savages, and children 
for instance. As we view the history of temper-
ance in this country there is Imlch evidence to 
show that the Eighteenth Amendment was distinctly 
an act of crowd psychology. 
The historical background of the temper-
ance movement shows that the early struggle for 
independence had augmented the value or personal 
liberty which had been so dearly won. The abuses 
of excessive drinking were combated by appeals to 
the individual conscience. When the first temper-
ance societies were formed their aim was to combat 
the evil in a more comprehensive manner. All this 
was done, however, with a scrupulous regard for 
personal liberty. 
When the Convention of 1836 declared 
itself for total abstinence the first blow for 
prohibition was struck. Every decade that followed 
had its "wave" of prohibition. The Protestant 
evangelical church was 'soon in the fight and added 
its religious fervor to the campaign. 
In this transition from temperance to 
prohibition we can note a marked change in the 
popular appeal. The early temperance appeal 
demanded a respect for social conventions and the 
1. Le Bon, Gustave: The Crowd, p. 40 
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control or selfish impulses in behalf or the 
common good. Under the evangelical regime this 
rational attitude gave way to the in tole ranee and 
fanaticism which are the necessary accompaniments 
or the religious sentiment. 1 The sentiments of 
the crowd Le Bon insists are essentially religious. 
"A person is not religious solely when he worships 
a divinity, but ~en he puts all the resources or 
his mind, the complete submission or his will, and 
the whole-souled ardour or fanaticism at the 
service or a cause ••••• "2 The Protestant evangel-
ical support ot prohibition m.s the very alliance 
which was needed to reduce the issue to terms sus-
ceptible to crowd psychology. "Blind submission, 
fierce intolerance and the need or violent propa-
ganda" are the common property or both. With this 
in mind we will not be at a loss to understand why 
such specious arguments were advanced in support 
or prohibition. It was not the facts in themselves 
that struck the popular i~ination, but the way in 
which these facts were imposed on the public mind 
that was important. 
The capacity for violence that crowds 
so frequently e:xhibi t is responsible for the belief 
that they are given to revolutionary movements. 
1. Le Bon, Gustave: The Crowd, p. 82 
2. Le Bon, Gustave: The Crov•'Cl, p. 82 
-
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Against social institutions they often do lay 
violent hands. Institutions, however, are but 
the outcome or prevalent ideas, sentiments, and 
customs. The institutions "are not the creators 
or an epoch but are created by it." The heredi-
tary beliefs are held inviolable by the crowd. 
Had Carry Nation smashed saloons fifty years 
earlier her first assault would have been her 
last. The success or her hatchetation was depend-
ent upon the fact that fifty years or prohibition 
propaganda against the liquor traffic in general 
and a decade or vituperation against the saloon 
in particular had prepared tm popular mind for 
its destruc tlon. 
The leaders or the dry cause had 
learned the art or 100. sa appeal. To exaggerate, to 
affirm, to resort to repetitions, and never to 
attempt to prove anything by reasoning were the 
methods or argument that they p errected. These 
virtues are exemplified in a speech given by 
Governor Hanly! or Indiana at the National Conven-
t! on of the Prohibition Party entitled "I Hate It." 
"I bear no malice toward those engaged 
in the li~or business, but I hate the traffic • 
I hate its every phase. 
1. Colvin, D. Leigh: Prohibition in the United States, 
p. 415 
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I hate it for its intolerance. 
I hate it for its arrogance. 
I hate it for its hypocrisy: for its 
cant and craft and false pretense. 
I hate it for its oozmooroialism; for its 
greed and avarice; for its sordid love or gain at 
any price. 
I hate it for its domination of politics; 
tor its corrupting influence in civic affairs; for 
its incessant effort to debauch the suffrage or 
the country, ror the cowards it makes of public 
men. 
I hate it for its utter disregard of law, 
ror its ruthless trampling of the solemn compacts 
or State constitutions. 
I hate it for the load it straps to labor's 
back; for the palsied hands it gives to toil; for 
its wounds to genius; ror the tragedies of its 
might-have-beens. 
I hate it far the human wrecks it has 
caused. 
I hate it for the almshouses it peoples; 
ror the prisons it fills; tor the insanity it begets; 
for its countless graves in potters' fields. I hate 
it for the mental ruin it imposes on its victims; for 
its spiritual blight; for its moral degradation. 
I hate it tor the or! mes it oommi ts; for 
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the homes it destroys; tar the hearts it breaks. 
I hate it tor the malice it plants in 
the hearts or men; for its poison; for its 
bitterness; tor the dead sea fruit with which it 
starves their souls. 
I hate it for the grief it causes woman-
hood - the scalding tears, the hopes deterred, 
the strangled aspirations, its burden of want and 
care. 
I hate it for its heartless cruelty to 
the aged, the infirm, and the helpless; for the 
shadow it throws upon the lives of children; tor 
its monstrous injustice to blameless little ones. 
I hate it as virtue hates vice, as 
truth hates error, as righteousness hates sin, 
as Justice hates wrong, as liberty hates tyranny, 
as freedom hates oppression. 
I hate it as Abraham Lincoln hated 
slavery, and as he sometimes saw in prophetic 
vision the end ot slavery, and the coming ot the 
time when the sun should shine and the rain should 
fall upon no slave in the Republic, so I sometimes 
seem to see the end or this unholy trarr ic, the 
coming or the time when, if it does not wholly 
cease to be, it shall find no safe habitation any-
where beneath the Old Glory's stainless stars." 
The stereotypes that grew out of the 
-• 
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vocabulary or t m dry crusaders exerted a tre-
mendous int'luence on the popular mind. "'!'he 
power or words is bound up with the images they 
evoke. Thooe whose sense is the most ill-
defined are some times those that possess the 
most influence." Rummies, John Barleycorn, 
Demon Rum, Grog-Seller, Hell-Broth. These in-
vective terms were freighted w1 th em tional 
content. And they received emphasis from the 
strong convictions or the agitators who created 
them. 
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Recons true tion 
In the light of a decade of cumulative 
social experience we are now better qualified to 
find a sane solution of the prohibition problem. 
The impasse we find ourselves in now is not 
without precedent in American history. In an 
illuminating article appearing in the Atlantic 
Monthly,l President Lowell, of Harvard, draws an 
interesting analogy between prohibition and the 
Reconstruction that followed the Civil War. 
To preserve the Union and to free the 
slaves was a moral issue whose challenge had to 
be net. Obstacles that otherwise would have 
seemed insuperable were overcome. Familiar re-
straints and impeding habits were loosened. When 
the cause of the violent mral effort had been 
removed the popular mind was shocked to find this 
high pitch of idealism fading into the light of 
common day. 
Such however were the experiences that 
followed the Civil War. In that case rancor 
against the Southerners and philanthropy tomrd 
the Negroes combined to produce the tooasures known 
as the Reconstruction. Incredible though it may 
seem to us now the motives that inspired this 
1. A. Lawrence Lowell: The Atlantic Monthly, 
February, 1929 
. ' 
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period were of the very highest. The ideal of 
absolute equality for the freedman seemed to the 
aroused North as the only permanent solution or 
the race problem in this country. 
Everyone knows the result. The dis-
organized South became the prey of carpetbaggers 
supported by the inexperienced and ignorant vote 
or the freedmen. There ensued a period or mal-
administration, financial mismanagement, and social 
distress. In most of the seceding states the right 
of the Negro to vote could only be maintained by 
the presence of Federal troops. At the present 
time no enlightened Southerner wishes that the 
seceding states had won the war. In two wars since 
then North and South have joined hands and fought 
side by side. The economic rehabilitation of the 
South has long been established. -Yet in spite or 
all this a lingering bitterness obtains to this day 
in the hinterland of the South. The Southern spirit 
is not rankling under the memory or military defeat. 
It was the terror and the humiliation of the Recon-
struction days that touched Southern pride to the 
quick. 
When the situation became too threatening 
President Hayes decided to w1 thdra w the troops. 
sworn to uphold the laws he nevertheless made up 
his mind tho t to at tempt to fulfill a clear consti-
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tutional duty would be both rutile and demoral-
izing. And posterity has been convinced that he 
was right. The fourteenth and fifteenth amend-
ments were written into the constitution. No 
repeal or these amendments have ever been made. 
In spirit and letter they are dead however, not 
repealed, but nullified. The enforcement or the 
Negro suffrage in the South today is up to the 
states instead of the Federal government. The 
technicalities that have disenfranchised the 
Negro vote are enforced without protest. 
Another amendment, not wholly dissimilar 
in its philanthropic motive, was adopted at the 
end of another war. As with Reconstruction a 
vigorous dislike to the policy made the practical 
application of the law difficult, if not impos-
sible. Prohibition had been adopted in various 
forms before national legislation was resorted to. 
One of these was local option by towns or cities; 
and this was in a large measure successful. A 
number of states went turther, forbidding manufac-
ture and sale throughout their territory. The un-
favorable decision of the Supreme Court in the 
Original Package case made this wider prohibitive 
measure ineffective. The Court felt that inter-
state co~1erce was under federal, not state, control. 
As long as the goods were in the original package 
! 
I 
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in which they had been shipped the Court held 
that they were immune from seizure by State 
authorities. In 1913 Congress passed an act 
withdrawing from federal protection the shipment 
of liquor into any state that forbade its use. 
The state would have no easy task guarding its 
approaches; but on the other hand the likelihood 
of a more general community or opinion would 
lend vigor to the enforcement policies on the 
one hand and reduce the demand for liquor w1 thin 
the state on the other. 
The impatient drys regarded all this as 
a mere palliative. The fair Carcassonne that they 
saw could only be revealed in the promise of a 
"bone dry" Consti tu ti onal amendment. That the 
prohibitionists were actuated by the highest moral 
purpose no one has the right to deny; that there 
was a real evil to cord> at is no less certain. 
There 1s no desire even now to restore the open 
saloon. "Had the Volstead Act1 set the limit of 
alcohol at a point below Which wine and beer may 
indeed, but seldom do intoxicate those who drink 
them, the law 1'0 uld have been so generally ac-
cepted and obeyed tbat the bootlegger would have 
round no sufficient mrket to sustain his trade." 
1. A. Lawrence Lowell: Reconstruction and Prohi-
bition, Atlantic ~onthly, Feb. 1929, p. 148 
-- --- ··-·-------------------------
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It is not difficult for us now to understand 
why no compromise w1 th the opposition vms brooked by 
the militant drys. A nation not moist but dry as the 
Sahara was the vision that spurred them on. When 
the legi sla ti ve miracle had finally come to pass the 
drys felt that they md "arrived." The military .. dis-
cipline relaxed. The Anti-Saloon League persisted, 
but the war was over. The movement for personal ab-
stinence which bad attained such headway for over 
thirty years almost disappeared from public notice. 
The total abstinence societies and temperance associa-
tions of both Catholics and Protestants began to wane. 
The public was peroitted to forget the great dis-
covery made by economists that modern industry must 
be fortified by temperance among the workers. All 
these movements toJBrd sobriety became little more 
than memories throug.h the complete dependence on law 
as the suff1 cient instrurr.ent of redemption. Restric-
tion suppla. nted education and the zeal for prohibi-
tion silenced the teaching of temperance. 
Y~en national prohibition went into effect 
people who had no personal obj cction to wine were 
more concerned about obeying the law than they were 
later. The host rould sometiiLes remark that what he 
offered was not illegal, for it was a pre-war 
purchase. This apology was short lived, however. 
Considered judg~ent drew a distinction between those 
• 
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acts which are intrinsically wrong in themselves 
and those which are offenses because they are 
made so by statute. The debauchery from this 
tine on was swift and devastating. From the role 
or aggressors the temperance hosts were driven to 
a desperate defense of the crumbling levees or 
public opinion. In vain! The scandals of en-
forcement multiplied. While the boom years were 
with us racketeers were pe. ying as much asl 
$20, 000, 000 a day to the police and the "higher 
ups" for protection. To flaunt the law became 
the height of·chic. The pocket flask became 
socially correct. This lamentable increase or 
drinking among the upper and socially more impor-
tant classes was reflected on the college campus. 
Harry Elmer Barnes2 who knows college life as 
well as anyone expresses hiffiBelr in these words: 
"Many a cultivated virgin in our 
American colleges today handles her liquor in a 
way Yhich wculd have r.-.arked her out as a dissolute 
prostitute two decades back. Indeed, doubts were 
raised about the chastity or any American girl 
who drank moderately twenty years ago • Today 
drinking is no more believed to be correlated with 
1. Harve O'Higgins: "The Great Prohibition Mystery," 
Outlook, Dec. 12, 1928, p. 1310 
2. Harry Elmer Barnes: Prohibition Versus Civilization, 
p. 95 
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carnal "sin" than is rouging. Twenty years ago 
the college IIBn 1Vho got gloriously tight--this 
usually on Saturday night--sneaked up to bed and 
slept it off. Today he feels that it is a noble 
gesture which mkes him worthy of being laid in 
state as a reward. This drinking bas sifted 
down among those or high school age. Not a few 
mothers of high school girls give their daughters 
their own flask when leaving for a party. They 
reason logically that the girl will drink anyway: 
therefore, let her ba ve decent liquor. Even if 
she gets intoxicated, at least she ~111 not get 
poisoned." 
While the wets were intrenched before 
prohibition they proved to be amazingly blind to 
the danger that threatened their interests. When 
the drys came into power they promptly yielded to 
the same smug complacency Which had characterized 
their predecessors. While the wet attack was 
organizing itself the drys confidently hid behind 
the barricade of legalism. The strategy of the 
two factions were sirdla rly reversed. Defore pro-
hibition the drys succeeded in saddling the 
saloon w1 th respons1b1li ty for every sccial and 
econorn1c 111. After prohibition the wets were 
just as successful in inC.ic ti ng pro hi bi tion on 
similar counts. The wet strategists even donned 
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the garments of virtue. "Liberty", "temperance", 
and the "sacredness of law" began to creep into 
their vocabulary. 
The dry morale, in the meantime, 
remained dormant~ The editors of the Christian 
Century "the only opinion-making journal, of 
national circulation, in the entire country, that 
is carrying the dry banner" attempted to rally 
the dry forces to the endangered colors. With 
discerning eyes they saw the handwr1 ting on the 
wall. As early as 1930 1 their editorial columns 
carried this prophetic message to their consti-
tuents: 
"It is the hour to take down the 
trumpet and startle the sleepers into action. 
The next two yea.rs, beginning today, reaching one 
climax at the republican convention in June 1932 
and another at the election in November qf that 
year, will spell the fate or prohibition. If 
the drys continue in their fake sense of secu-
rity behind the Eighteenth Amendment, they will 
awake in shame to discover that their dyke has 
been pie reed." 
The facetious writer or "What Arrerica 
Needs" 2 probably reflects the reduced circum-
1. "Dry 'l'houghts on .Election Day", Christian 
CenturJ, Nov. 12, 1930 
2. Jay Franklin: i'fna t This Country Needs, p. 158 
·•J __________________ .. 
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stances of the dry cause in these words: 
"For the eighteenth amendment is a law 
for the other fellow. There is scarcely anyone 
in the country who will cla 1m that the law was 
needed for hinself-- The rich man thinks it is 
very good for the lower classes. The employer 
thinks it is good for labor. The common man 
thinks it is good for the woroon. The romen 
think it is good for the men. The farmer thinks 
that the city is benefited. The city complains 
that it was done to help the farmer. The 
Westerner thinks that 1 t is for the good of the 
soul of the alien East. 'Ihe Southern poor white 
thinks it is good for the nigger. The professor 
thinks 1 t is good for the business man and 
Congress claims it is good for the country." 
In the meantime t be shadows of the 
Depression deepened. With the unemployed and 
their dependents numbering twenty million souls 
the very economic system under which we live was 
threatened. The public debt mounted $900,000,000 
in 1931. The pligllt of the farmer went from bad 
to worse. The Industria 1 Index stood at 52% of 
the normal. In this tense atmosphere both major 
parties held their conventions in Chica,:,o. The 
Republicans as a bid for dry support had 
promised to "uphold the Cons ti tu tion" in 1928. 
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The Republican Party, however, abandoned its 
adherence to national prohibition in 1932 under 
a smoke screen or dry slogans. 'l'heir program 
was couched in the ambiguities of the word 
Resubmission. Walter Lippman1 writing from the 
Convention itself expressed himself as follows: 
"The conflict over the prohibition 
plank appears to have reduced itself to the 
question whether to be misleading or frank. It 
is generally admit ted tba t pub lie sentiment has 
turned radically against prohibition as it now 
exists. The Anti-Saloon League has lost its 
power to dictate the plank, and the drys are 
clearly on the defensive. But there are still 
many drys. And, therefore, there is one school 
of politicians said to be inspired from the 
White House, who are in search or a formula 
which will taste dry to the drys and wet to the 
wets. In one way or another they would like to 
offer the people a chance to vote on pro hi bi ti on 
without definitely giving the people a chance to 
make their vote effective. This might be done, 
they seem to think, by proposing a referendum in 
the Sta tcs or by calling State conven tiona 
together to debate the question." 
1. The Boston Globe, Mond~, June 13, 1932 
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The Democratic Convention, on the other 
hand, was wringing wet. Faced w1 th the gravest 
crises in the country's history the delegates 
assembled and proceeded to woo the galleries 
with their expressions of wet sentiment. When 
they had got wmt they wanted, when outright 
Repeal had finally been written into the party 
platform, they settled back indifferent to the 
more vital issues that should have been their 
chief concern. 
The Democratic landslide has now }:8ssed 
into history. The optimistic Republican hope 
that the drift of opinion had turned to the 
right under the duress of the economic distress 
proved to be a political mirage. The avalanche 
swept away a normal Republican majority of 
7,000,000 votes; twelve years or uninterrupted 
Republican rule carne to an end; the incumbent 
who had come into office w1 th the largest Elec-
toral vote any President had ever received, 
received only 59 votes in his bid for reelection. 
We do well to remember that this 
political turnover was an expression of economic 
insurgency on the part or the Aloorican people. 
Repeal however .as ever in the vanguard. W.r. 
Roosevelt was wildly applauded ~en he promised 
to bring beer back. The farmer 'RlS only too 
i?I ... II"I"IWII"····elil· ~~-~--~-lilll'"l··liTI:t=.w·nlitllili!iliii?IIIIJJIIPII-II'IIil?••••ll•:M--------·-..---.:-::=-::-.::·--=--=--=·-·------------
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glad to create a new demand for his surplus 
crops. The weary tax payer was moved by the 
prospects of a new revenue of $1,000,000,000. 
Since the election the signs have been unmistak-
able. The M~or of Chicago invited the brewers 
to put on full steam. A fever of activity has 
ensued in urgent preparation for the accessories 
needed in beer manufacture. A lame-duck 
Congress temporized with the issue for a time 
but an aroused public opinion has at last been 
heeded. "The Nation"1 co~nts on the recent 
voting or the two branches or the government as 
follows: 
"Public opinion has sounded the doom of 
the noble experiment. The accelerating swing or 
the pendulum away from prohitition culrr.inated in 
the Senate in the unexpectedly decisive straight 
vote for repeal of 52 to 23. The House followed 
suit w1 th a vote of 289 to 121. Even a provi sian 
against the return of the saloon was struck out, 
but the importation of liquor into States tmt 
choose to be dry is prohibited. This is the 
comnon so nse 'ml~' of elimi:tating the legislation 
born of war exciterront and pressure politics. 
Liquor control must be ~rked out anew, and this 
l. Tho Nation, March 1, 1933, p. 217 
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can best be done w1 th a clean le gisla ti ve alate. 
While tm details or ra ti fica tion by conventions 
as provided in this Twenty-first Amendment remain 
to be worked out, it now seems probable that the 
long-prophesied impossibility or removing the 
Eighteen~h Amendment will yield to the rushing 
tide or wet sentiment. The speed with which the 
Twentieth (lame-duck) Amendment was ratified 
after its long opposition in Congress is sugges-
tive or the ready acceptance or legislation 
whose moment bas arrived. The grotesqueries 
which flourished under Volsteadism-- the lawless-
ness and violence which it engendered-- have 
converted millions Who are sincerely solicitous 
tor temperance, and the possible economic advan-
tages or finding new sources or tax revenue will 
hasten ratification." 
The leadership in this new sentiment is 
not in the hands of demagogues, "wowsers" or 
professional uplifters. Enlightened minds have 
contributed to a new understanding or the social 
significance of the whole question. The Wicker-
sham Report shows at least a new technique in 
the study or liqu::>r control. Now that blind 
prejudice has yielded to rational thinking we 
can confidently await a sane solution of the 
nation's liqu::>r problem. 
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